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MEETING NOTICES:  Board Of Directors:  The next Board meeting is on January 23, 10:30 A.M. at the John H. Stamler Police Academy.  Contact tparenti@comcast.net if you need directions.
Next Regular Business Meeting:  WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2008, beginning at 10:00 AM, at the Somerville Elks Club, Route 28 (Union Avenue) Bridgewater, NJ. 

 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  Looks like NJ is closing the year 2007 with fewer deaths than there were in 2006.  Thanks for all you have done to make 2007 a safe year now let’s carry the trend into 2008.  The bad news is 2007 was one of the deadliest years for law enforcement officers in the U.S. with a record number of fatal traffic incidents and a 33% spike in shooting deaths.  There were 81 traffic deaths with 60 officers killed in car crashes.  Fifteen officers died when hit by cars, and six died in motorcycle crashes.  Only 7 of the car crashes were attributed to pursuits.   We are developing an amendment to our by-laws that will improve the efficiency of the Association.  Once the amendment is in place we will establish a new address, phone number, and e-mail address.  Please bear with us during the transition.  I also would like to ask our members to pay their 2008 dues as quickly as possible.  Once we get this chore out of the way you will see increased benefits for paid up members.  Stay Safe – Bill.  

RADAR TUNING FORK CERTIFICATION INFORMATION:  NJ Weights & Measures will test and certify Radar Tuning Forks at the February 6, 2008 meeting for departments A through M and on March 5, 2008 meeting for departments N through Z. To expedite the process they ask that all tuning forks be sorted by miles per hour and in banded bundles.  List each fork on their invoice including miles per hour, serial number, and have your department’s purchase order entirely filled out including the mailing address section along with a copy of their invoice.  Remember the price for testing radar tuning forks is $10.00 per fork.  Any questions or comments call 732-815-4851 and speak with the supervisor or 732-815-4859 and speak with someone from his staff.  A copy of their invoice is attached to this newsletter.

 MEETING CANCELLATION INFORMATION:  We try not to cancel meetings unless conditions are dangerous.  If we cancel a meeting due to bad weather or for any for other reason, we will post a notice on the Police Network by 0600 on the date of the meeting and on our website.  We also will try to get it on 101.5 radio.  Always check, particularly during inclement weather.
INFORMATION ON THE ALCOTEST:  There was another court hearing on the reliability of the Alcotest on January 7.  Reports indicate there are about 20,000 drunken driving cases that have not been totally decided and await the outcome of the Supreme Court decision.  State Deputy Attorney General Boris Moczula, arguing the case for the state said, "The time has come for this court to formally recognize the science of the reliability of the instrument."  In November of 2007, Appellate Judge Michael Patrick King said in his first report, almost a year ago, that the Alcotest, if used properly, is "much more reliable" than the Breathalyzer.  The arguments focus on the algorithm that accounts for differences between the machine's two tests — an infrared reading of a person's breath and an electric chemical test that uses fuel cells.  Since the fuel cells wear down over time and use, the algorithm accounts for the difference to register a "correct" reading. The defense argues that the Alcotest makes errors and fix their mistakes by changing the blood-alcohol level registered by the driver.  DAG Moczula counters saying that the algorithm does not change the reading, but merely accounts for the wearing of the fuel cells.  In the meantime about 20,000 drunken drivers continue to menace our roads.

ONE- PLATE SYSTEM RESOLUTION:  The NJPTOA took the lead by being the first organization to pass a resolution calling for New Jersey to retain the two-plates system on motor vehicles.  President Cicchetti called the passage a “giant step” in keeping the two-plate system and is circulating the resolution to other safety groups, the legislature, and the governor. The resolution will be posted on our website, NJPTOA.com.  You may use it with credit to the Association.

As of Week 52 (2007) there were 718 fatalities recorded on NJ roads compared to 771 during the same period in 2006, A DECREASE OF 53 DEATHS. 

	COUNTY 
	2007
	2006
	CHANGE
	COUNTY 
	2007
	2006
	CHANGE

	Atlantic 
	56
	58
	-02
	Bergen 
	39
	43
	-04

	Burlington 
	51
	47
	+04
	Camden 
	44
	47
	-03

	Cape May
	20
	15
	+05
	Cumberland 
	22
	29
	           -07

	Essex 
	50
	52
	-02
	Gloucester 
	49
	37
	+12

	Hudson 
	24
	30
	-06
	Hunterdon 
	07
	18
	-11

	Mercer 
	27
	33
	-06
	Middlesex 
	54
	69
	-15

	Monmouth 
	56
	48
	+07
	Morris 
	28
	40
	          -12

	Ocean 
	72
	62
	+10
	Passaic 
	31
	     32
	-01

	Salem 
	13
	19
	-06
	Somerset 
	21
	20
	+01

	Sussex 
	15
	20
	-05
	Union 
	31
	36
	           -05

	Warren
	09
	16
	-07
	 
	
	
	


There were 427 Driver deaths, 134 Passengers, 145 Pedestrians, and 12 Pedacyclists.  There were 718 fatalities in 668 cashes.

 NEWSLETTER INFORMATION:  1.  If you would like to have the monthly newsletter e-mailed to you instead of delivery by post office mail please send your request to tparenti@comcast.net.  Please include the name of your department and the name of the contact person.  2.  When sending us your e-mail address please make sure it is a working address.  One bad address in the system clogs the entire database and it takes a considerable amount of time to locate the bad address.  Make sure it is an e-mail address and not the address of the department website.  We also have to know if it is case sensitive.  3.  Some members told us that their printers would not print out 8 -1/2 X 14 paper.  We are trying to make the newsletter fit both 8-1/2 X 11 and 81/2 X 14 printers so please be patient.  
LEGISLATIVE STUFF:  The Trenton gang struggled to get their “pet” bills passed before the end of this legislative session on January 7, 2008.  Among the bills are:  There would be more options for violators to pay motor-vehicle fines; Give parents and legal guardians authority to check the driving records of any a child under 18 years of age; Offer 36-month plans to pay driving surcharges. Current law allows no more than 24 months; allow a judge to waive up to $200 of court-imposed driving penalties for indigent people. The penalty would be replaced with community service.  A bill to allow municipalities to install red light cameras was signed by the Governor.  There will be more details on this at our next meeting.

MOTORCYCLE REQUEST FOR INFORMATION:  The Margate City Police Department has been donated four new Harley Davidson Motorcycles and are now creating a Motorcycle Unit. If your Police Department has any Training/Policies regarding the aspects of Motorcycles (Wheels) and/or Motorcycle Units, please contact Lt. Peter Crook, Margate City Police Department 609-822-5041 (office)  609-823-6169 (fax).   
CELL PHONE TALKERS SLOW TRAFFIC:  A psychology professor at the University of Utah believes drivers talking on a cell phone, even with hands-free devices, go about 2 mph slower than drivers not on a phone.  They say distracted drivers have slower reaction time, delayed reactions, and stay behind cars in front of them that are going slow, using them as a guide.  Considering all factors they estimate drivers talking on a cell phone are adding an extra 5 to 10 minutes to the average commute for themselves and the other users of the road.  They place blame on “brain overload.”  The frontal cortex can handle only so many tasks at one time so they slow down.  Remember that the new cell phone law makes talking or texting on a hand held device a primary offense effective March 1, 2008.  

THE EFFECTS OF TOLL INCREASES:  Governor Corzine wants to increase tolls by 50% in 2010, 2014, 2018,and 2022.  People in traffic safety believe raising tolls on the G. S. Parkway, Turnpike, and Atlantic City Expressway will shift traffic, particularly heavy trucks, to local roads that are not equipped to handle such traffic.  The increase revenues will raise $37.6 billion, and help pay off about $29.6 billion in road repair, transportation, open space, and the general debt.  
ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SAFETY BELTS AND BULLETPROOF VEST

SALUTE OUR WAR HEROES – NEVER FORGET THE DEPARTED 

Next Meeting February 6th – Somerville Elks Club, Bridgewater, NJ

PLEASE PROMPTLY PAY MEMBERSHIP DUES










