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NEXT REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING:  WEDNESDAY, March 7, 2012, beginning at 10:00 a.m. Somerville Elks Club, 375 Union Ave. (Route 28) Bridgewater, NJ.  MVC Chief Administrator Ray Martinez will be our guest speaker and bring us up to date on matters affecting traffic safety.
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  Looking back at our history I see we were instrumental in getting several new traffic laws and amended others.  We were instrumental in bringing training courses to NJ, jump started the NJ Accident Reconstruction Association, and help our members on traffic matters. At our last meeting I announced the official start time will be 10:15 a.m. I still encourage you to arrive at 10:00 a.m. so you can get together with other members and share information or just enjoy each other’s company. This is a wonderful opportunity to share common interests while enjoying or forming friendships.  There is a lot we can learn from each other and from the various speakers at our meetings.  I am disappointed with the amended “anti-snow-dumping” law where they added “commercial operators” only.  We contacted the bill sponsor in an attempt to change the law to exclude anyone from discharging snow into the street or on public lands as it stated in the original bill.  It appears unlikely that the sponsor will change the law.  Many municipalities have their own law governing snow dumping.  We will post a model ordinance on our website for you to consider for passage in your municipality.  I am working on moving our meetings a little further south to accommodate members from all parts of the state.  Our next meting will be at the usual place, Somerville Elks Lodge in Bridgewater, but I booked the AAA Building in Hamilton, NJ for our April 4, 2012 meeting.  I’ll have more to say on this at our next meeting.   On behalf of my family I want to thank the Association for their condolences and Mass card for the passing of my wife’s Mother.  I will always welcome your questions, comments or suggestions.  Think Safety, Tim  
MOBILE PHONE USED TO TEST FOR ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION: A drunken driving test may not seem the likeliest place to come up with a mobile phone app, but that’s what a Tennesee resident has in mind.  He got the idea after watching a policeman’s pen with his eyes.  He thought a smartphone could do the same thing.  He came up with “BreathalEyes,” a 99-cent app for use in measuring involuntary eye movements when people are intoxicated, similar to the horizontal gaze nystagmus test, a method police use in field sobriety tests.  People can use the app to help determine whether they’ve had too much to drink and drive.  The app uses the iPhone’s camera and scans a person’s eyes to find the involuntary eye jerking that occurs when a person is intoxicated.  The inventor said it is backed by science and can detect a user’s blood-alcohol content with an effective range of 0.02 percent and 0.17 percent.   
RADAR TUNING FORKS:  NJ Weights & Measures will test and certify Radar Tuning Forks at our March 7, 2012 meeting for departments N through Z.  Sort forks by miles per hour and banded in bundles.  List each fork on the Weights & Measures invoice (copy at njptoa.org, forms link).  Include the serial number and your department’s purchase order entirely filled out including the mailing address section along with a copy of the Weights & Measures invoice.   There is a charge of $10.00 per fork.                     
SOMETHING NEW ON THE INSPECTION STICKER:   You may have noticed what appears to be a silver metallic bar under the expiration month on the green NJ inspection sticker.  If you take a closer look you will actually see a silver magnetic strip which is a hologram that has the words “secure/genuine” imbedded in it.  You should be able to see one of the words, depending on the angle that you look at it.  This is an extra security measure designed to reduce the fraudulent duplication and use of bogus inspection stickers.  If either word does not appear, more than likely the inspection sticker is counterfeit.            
MEETING CANCELLATION:  We try not to cancel meetings unless it’s absolutely necessary.  If we cancel a meeting, the notice will be on our website by 0600 on the date of the meeting – njptoa.org.  
NOTE:  The following are the total roadway fatalities in your county for the year 2011 compared to the year 2010. The total for 2011 was 636 deaths or in increase of 80 more than there were in 2010.    
	COUNTY
	2011
	2010
	CHANGE
	COUNTY
	2011
	2010
	CHANGE

	Atlantic 
	48
	24
	+24
	Bergen 
	31
	37
	-06

	Burlington 
	52
	34
	+18
	Camden 
	39
	41
	-02

	Cape May 
	09
	05
	+04
	Cumberland 
	25
	23
	+02

	Essex 
	52
	41
	+11
	Gloucester 
	26
	19
	-07

	Hudson 
	26
	25
	+01
	Hunterdon 
	10
	12
	+02

	Mercer 
	22
	20
	+02
	Middlesex 
	57
	37
	+20

	Monmouth 
	34
	45
	-11
	Morris 
	25
	25
	 -0-

	Ocean 
	52
	54
	-02
	Passaic 
	28
	22
	+06

	Salem 
	16
	12
	+04
	Somerset 
	19
	29
	 -10

	Sussex 
	11
	11
	 -0-
	Union 
	28
	29
	 -01

	Warren
	16
	11
	+05
	 
	
	
	


Driver Deaths, 369/303 Passengers, 105/99; Pedalcyclist, 17/13; Pedestrians, 145/141 Total of 495/530 Crashes with 636/556 Deaths.  First number represents 2011 second number is 2010
MVC CHANGING TEMPORARY REGISTRATION:  MVC announced they are changing the paper temporary registration placard to a paper card that will mount in place of the license plate on the rear of the vehicle. The new card has been tested and should withstand most weather conditions.  Unlike the existing paper temporary placard, the new cardboard card police will be able to determine the vehicle’s owner.  Another important feature is the number on the new card will be the same as the number of the new license plates.  As a cost saving measure, MVC wants to use up their supply of temporary placards before going into full use of the new cards, so there will be a phase where both types will be in effect.  The new cards will contain enough information for the needs of the officer.  Eventually they will issue 7 digit plates.  They will be the same color as current plates but the characters will be flat and larger thus making them easier to read.  MVC would like to eliminate current plates that do not reflect properly or those with part of the characters faded.  They will continue requiring vehicles to display the 2–plate system – one in the front and the other in the rear.  The new temporary card will be rear mounted only.  We are working with MVC on a method where police can recommend that illegible plates be replaced.  
COURT RULES WARRANT REQUIRED TO INSTALL GPS TO TRACK CRIMINALS:  The Supreme Court unanimously ruled  police must obtain a search warrant before using a GPS device to track criminal suspects but failed the larger questions about how technology has altered a person’s expectation of privacy. The Court said police needed a valid warrant before attaching a GPS device to the vehicle used by a D.C. drug kingpin, who was convicted because police tracked his movements on public roads for 28 days. Court asked to overturn bone marrow decision
· State of the Union is crucial balancing act
· Postal rates rise while labor talks falter
· Supreme Court: Warrant needed for GPS tracking
All justices agreed with the outcome of the U.S. Court of Appeals and affirmed that evidence of frequent trips to a stash house where drugs and nearly $1 million in cash were found must be thrown out.  Police obtained a warrant for GPS surveillance, but it expired before they attached the device to the car. The justices pondered a world in which satellites can zero in on an individual’s house, cameras can record the faces at a crowded intersection and individuals can instantly announce their every movement to the world on Facebook. They wondered about the government placing tracking devices in overcoats or on license plates.  The point was that it was the lengthy GPS surveillance itself that violated the Fourth Amendment and that “the use of longer term GPS monitoring in investigations of most offenses impinges on expectations of privacy.”  The case is United States v. Jones.                                                                                                                        THINGS TO THINK ABOUT AT PEDESTRIAN KNOCKDOWNS:  Teach children to stay alert even if they believe they have the “right-of-way,” especially at traffic signals.  Vehicle operator movements oftentimes are unpredictable.  While walking across any street children should assume vehicle operators are not paying attention so they should focus on them.  Continue to check for traffic as they cross, particularly for turning vehicles.  Sometimes motorists are unsure whether a pedestrian wants to cross so when children do not intend to cross, they should move back from the edge of the roadway to avoid confusion. If they do want to cross, teach them how to establish eye-to-eye contact with motorists. 
PLEASE USE THE INVOICE FOR 2012 DUES ATTACHED TO THIS NEWSLETTER.
NEXT MEETING: MARCH 7, 2012 – ELKS CLUB, SOMERVILLE, NJ
ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SAFETY BELTS AND BULLETPROOF VEST

NJ Police Traffic Officers Association

PO Box 664

Voorhees, NJ 008043

E-MAIL: njptoa@hotmail.com
INVOICE

	DATE
	ITEM
	AMOUNT

	1/1/2012
	Annual Membership Dues for Police Department
	35.00

	
	
	

	
	TOTAL:
	$35.00


DATE:  1/1/2012   SIGNED:  Timothy Franco, President.

Our Tax ID number is 22-2344113

Note:  If you would like to receive the newsletter by e-mail instead of by postal mail, please send your request to njotoa.tparenti@gmail.com.  

(Please check mailing label.  Correct if necessary by phone call or e-mail)
.
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