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MARCH 2009                                      WWW.NJPTOA.com                                             OUR 35th YEAR
Chief William Cicchetti, President -- Sgt. Richard Maxwell, 1st Vice-President – Exec. Dir. Tony Parenti, Editor

Operations Secretary - Ret. Lt. Mark Wilson. P.O. Box 664, Voorhees, NJ 08043 - 856-220-1433 -  NJPTOA@HOTMAIL.com
Next Regular Business Meeting:  WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4, 2009, beginning at 10:00 AM, at the Somerville Elks Club, Route 28 (Union Avenue) Bridgewater, NJ.  Breakfast provided by Decatur Electronics.
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  Although our new website (njptoa.org) is still under reconstruction there currently is valuable information posted.  The Home Page is updated daily and as soon as new data is received. The information on the home page guides you to links that currently function.  For instance if you want the latest in training or legislation, click on the appropriate link at the left.   There are links providing access to the various forms used in NJ, to obtain NJDOT Crash Records, and to access the Amber Alert system. We anticipate the total reconstruction to be completed by March 1, 2009. If you use our previous address, www.njptoa.com, it will automatically go to www.njptoa.org.  The NJ Police Chiefs Association Police Security Expo is on June 23 & 24, 2009 at the Atlantic City Convention Center.  The NJPTOA will meet at the Expo on June 24th.  A representative from the Motor Vehicle Commission will explain the new Inspection Sticker at our March 4th meeting.  Our annual meeting is on April 1, 2009 with lunch provided and the presentation of awards.  Reserve the date and be sure to attend. Stay Safe, Bill.
RADAR TUNING FORK CERTIFICATION:  NJ Weights & Measures will test and certify Radar Tuning Forks at our March meeting for Departments N through Z.  Expedite the process by sorting tuning forks by miles per hour and band the bundles.  List each fork on a Weights & Measures invoice, include miles per hour, serial number, and have your department’s purchase order filled out including the mailing address section.  There is a charge of $10.00 per fork.  Any questions or comments call 732-815-4851 or 732-815-4859 to speak with a staff person.  
ALCOHOL FACT SHEET FOR 2007:  Nationally, there were 12,998 fatalities in crashes involving a driver (including motorcycle) with a BAC of .08 or higher.  This represents 32 percent of the total traffic fatalities for the year.  The Region 2 jurisdictions’ .08 BAC rates were as follows:  NJ: 27% -- NY: 29% -- Puerto Rico: -- 33%.   
 STUDENTS SCAM WITH SPEED CAMERAS:  The Montgomery County Sentinel newspaper in Maryland reported high school students use the speed camera system to fine innocent drivers.  Photo Enforcement Camera Companies mail tickets to the registered vehicle owners based on a photograph of a license plate.  Drivers could receive a ticket if someone else creates a duplicate of a license plate and quickly drive past a speed camera.  The photo enforcement companies rarely bother to verify vehicle registration information for the accused vehicle.  The students use laser printers to duplicate plates using glossy paper.  Once the camera flashes the driver quickly pulls over and removes the fake paper plate.  The actual vehicle owner will then receive a $40 ticket in the mail weeks later.  
MEETING CANCELLATION INFORMATION:  If we must cancel a meeting, for any reason, it will be posted on our website (njptoa.org) by 0600 on the date of the meeting.  We also will try to get it on 101.5-fm radio.  Always check, particularly during inclement weather.
As of FEBRUARY18, 2009 there were 82 fatalities recorded on NJ roads compared to 99 during the same period in 2008, A DECREASE OF 17 DEATHS.  Note:  These are preliminary figures.  

	COUNTY 
	2009
	2008
	CHANGE
	COUNTY 
	2009
	2008
	CHANGE

	Atlantic 
	03
	06
	-03
	Bergen 
	01
	03
	-02

	Burlington 
	08
	05
	+03
	Camden 
	04
	07
	-03

	Cape May 
	     02
	01
	+01
	Cumberland 
	03
	02
	           +01

	Essex 
	08
	04
	+04
	Gloucester 
	05
	05
	00

	Hudson 
	05
	10
	-05
	Hunterdon 
	00
	01
	-01

	Mercer 
	04
	06
	-02
	Middlesex 
	06
	05
	-01

	Monmouth 
	05
	06
	-01
	Morris 
	01
	06
	            -05

	Ocean 
	05
	08
	-03
	Passaic 
	04
	     06
	-02

	Salem 
	00
	02
	-02
	Somerset 
	05
	03
	-02

	Sussex 
	02
	02
	 00
	Union 
	10
	10
	             00

	Warren
	01
	01
	 00
	 
	
	
	


Driver Deaths, 34; Passengers, 14Pedalcyclist, 00; Pedestrians, 34; Motorcyclists, N/A Motorcycle Passengers, N/A. There were 82 Deaths in 80 Crashes.
DANGER AT ELECTRONIC TOLL COLLECTION:  Texas Officials say electronic tolls confuse motorists and cause safety hazards.  Videotape from a Harris County toll road shows how electronic tolls create dangers of their own.  Several cases were reported in Houston where EZ Tag toll transponder users were confused by the multiple signs directing motorists into "Full Service" or "EZ tag" or "Exact Change" lanes. Each lane uses a set of lights to indicate whether it was open or closed. Instead of attempting to process all of the visual information some drivers just froze in the middle of the road.  Others dangerously swerved out of an incorrect lane into the proper lane or attempted to back out of the EZ Tag lanes.  Is the same thing happening in NJ?
DROP IN VEHICLE MILES TRAVELED:  The summer gasoline prices and the ongoing recession forced motorists to cut back on their travel, resulting in 100 billion fewer miles driven in fiscal 2008. The US DOT said the drop in vehicle miles traveled jeopardizes highway maintenance revenues.  Transportation officials say the gas tax is no longer reliable and there must be a quick shift to tolling to save the highway trust fund.  The Federal Highway Trust Fund took in $3 billion less in revenue in fiscal 2008 than it did in 2007.  

OK TO USE RED LIGHT CAMERAS FOR PROFIT:  The US Court of Appeals ruled in favor of Chicago using red light cameras to increase citations and close a gap in their 2009 budget.  They have 136 cameras that raised $110 million.  The court said, "A system of photographic evidence reduces the costs of law enforcement and increases the proportion of all traffic offenses detected; these benefits can be achieved only if the owner is held responsible and that the city's system raises revenue does not condemn it."  Lawyers for a motorist argued that it violated due process rights of vehicle owners held responsible for offenses they did not commit.  The US Supreme Court upheld the seizure of automobiles even in cases where, "the owner may have nothing to do with the offense." 
“WIDER IS SAFER”:  Garden State Parkway Officials plan to widen 16 miles of roadway between Toms River and Wall Township.  There are no shoulders between mile marker 80 and 100 thus making this section among the worse for crashes and difficult for motorist’s breakdown and police enforcement.    Construction is scheduled to begin in 2011 with the new section having three 12-foot lanes and two 12-foot shoulders in each direction.  This section accounted for 9,408 crashes between 2000 and 2008 and 63 people were killed.
DRIVE SAFE TODAY – BE ALIVE TOMORROW
ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SAFETY BELTS AND BULLETPROOF VEST
NEXT MEETING – MARCH 4, 2009, AT THE SOMERVILLE ELKS CLUB









