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NEXT REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING:  WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2010, beginning at 10:00 a.m. Somerville Elks Club, 375 Union Ave. (Route 28) Bridgewater, NJ.  There will be special presentations for members who performed extraordinary duty during the year.  Among the usual fine gifts this year will be a new Radar Unit.  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: The end of the year 2010 is rapidly approaching and if things continue the way they have been we have a good opportunity to close the year out with less than 500 Roadway deaths.  Some cite the reduction in road deaths to the bad economic conditions and it could be a part of the trend.  However, NHTSA is saying during the same period as the economic slowdown, there are more cars on the road and more miles driven.  This tells me that the decline in motor vehicle deaths must have came about by police enforcement activity because it went up during the same period.  You deserve congratulations and I urge you to keep up the good work.  I also would like to remind all members to place a blue light in a window or outside your home during the Christmas Holiday Season.  The blue light memorializes our fallen officers who made the ultimate sacrifice in line of duty deaths.  Traditionally we reserve our December meeting to honor NJPTOA officers who retired or had to give up their position due to department shortages or transfers.  As usual, we will be giving out gifts – some very good and some not so bad.  Best Christmas wishes to you and your families and please Stay Safe, Bill. 
GET READY TO REPLACE YOUR STREET SIGNS & PAY FOR IT:  Are your street name signs hard to read at night?  The NHTSA thinks so and they intend to do something about it – but you have to pay the bill.  New federal regulations will force municipalities to spend millions of taxpayer money on new signs.  The names on the signs would require lowercase letters, instead of being in all capital letters.  So instead of “JOHN RODES BLVD,” you’d see “John Rodes Blvd.”  FHA says signs in all caps, are more difficult to read, especially at night.  They decided municipalities need to upgrade their roadside signs by 2015.  Officials said the new regulations also require signs to be more reflective at night.  Stop signs, yield signs and one way signs would also need to be replaced under the new regulations.

CLEAN ICE & SNOW FROM VEHICLE LAW:  On October 19, 2010, a new law took effect and amends various parts of statutory law C.39:4-77.1 and requires drivers of all motor vehicles (commercial and non-commercial) operated on any roadway in NJ to make all reasonable efforts to remove accumulated snow and ice from exposed surfaces of motor vehicles prior to their operation. The full text of the law can be found at: http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2008/Bills/PL09/138.pdf
WORK FOR THE PARKWAY OR TURNPIKE:  A recent audit claims NJ employees wasted $43 million of toll money to help themselves, their health plan, and legal services.  A property inspector for a toll road got $321,985 in 2008, for payouts and bonuses and management paying themselves $3 million in bonuses through the same system, totaling up to $30 million or six percent of their operating costs.  They ride free on toll roads costing taxpayers over $400,000 each year and they spent $12,000 to sponsor a bowling league. If the authority participated in the state health benefit plan instead of running its own plan they could save another $8.8 million.  The authority's labor unions contracts expire in 2011. Governor Christie said cutting these excessive benefits is one of his top priorities. 
NJDHTS GRANT TRAINING:  There will be four half day training sessions for the web based grant training on Jan. 10 and 11, 2011 (two sessions a day in the am and pm) at the NJSP Hamilton location.  For further information contact NJDHTS.
As of November l5, 2010 there were 487 fatalities on NJ roads compared to 516 during the same period in 2009, A DECREASE OF 29 DEATHS.  

	COUNTY
	2010
	2009
	CHANGE
	COUNTY
	2010
	2009
	CHANGE

	Atlantic 
	21
	35
	-14
	Bergen 
	31
	20
	+11

	Burlington 
	32
	45
	-13
	Camden 
	38
	33
	-05

	Cape May 
	04
	06
	-02
	Cumberland 
	20
	25
	-05

	Essex 
	38
	38
	-0-
	Gloucester 
	19
	18
	+01

	Hudson 
	19
	20
	-01
	Hunterdon 
	11
	06
	+05

	Mercer 
	15
	22
	-07
	Middlesex 
	31
	39
	-08

	Monmouth 
	43
	33
	+10
	Morris 
	21
	17
	+04

	Ocean 
	49
	56
	-07
	Passaic 
	15
	25
	-10

	Salem 
	12
	12
	-0-
	Somerset 
	24
	13
	+11

	Sussex 
	10
	07
	-03
	Union 
	24
	39
	-15

	Warren
	10
	07
	+03
	 
	
	
	


Driver Deaths, 271/277; Passengers, 90/87; Pedalcyclist, 12/14; Pedestrians, 114/138. Total of 461/489 Crashes with 487/516 Deaths.  First number represents 2010, second number is 2009.
TEEN MOTOR VEHICLE FATALITIES DECLINING :  U.S. health officials say the number of fatal car crashes involving 16 and 17-year-old drivers dropped. From 2004 to 2008, the annual numbers decreased 36 percent, from 2,230 to 1,437.  The study suggests the relatively low rates of crashes among young drivers in New Jersey and New York may be related to licensing policies. The report still indicates, however, that motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death among teens in the United States. 
CAR-FIT TRAIN-THE-TRAINER:   The South Jersey Traffic Safety Alliance is sponsoring a Car-Fit Train-the-trainer course on Tuesday December 7, 2010 beginning at 8:00 a.m. at 782 S. Brewster Road, Unit B6, Vineland, NJ 08361 - 856-794-1941 - Fax: 856-794-2549 -  www.SJTSA.org.  This is an all day course with FREE admission and lunch provided by the SJTSA.
PUERTO RICO’S NEW BIRTH CERTIFICATES:  Birth certificates issued by Puerto Rico before July 1, 2010, are invalidated and new birth certificates are issued under a new law to combat fraud and protect the identity and credit of all persons born in Puerto Rico. As of October 31, 2010, the MVC will no longer accept Puerto Rico-issued birth certificates issued before July 1, 2010 as proof of identification.  
OFFICERS, PAST & PRESENT:  There will be a lunch meeting immediately following the regular business meeting at the Elk’s Lodge, Route 28, Bridgewater, NJ on December 1, 2010.   Please let us know if you will attend by contacting Tony Parenti at tparenti@comcast.net or 908-322-8583.

COURT REJECTS STALKER LIDAR:   The Appellate Division of the Superior Court ruled that the laser speed-measuring device known as the "Stalker Lidar" has not been proven to be scientifically reliable in New Jersey. The Court noted that although laser devices are generally accepted in the scientific community, in this case, there was no evidence as to the internal workings of the device.  According to the Court, "We do not know whether the accuracy of the Stalker Lidar device has been established through independent testing. In short, the device has not been established as scientifically reliable in New Jersey. As a consequence, it may not be used in the trial courts as proof of speed until its accuracy has been established."
PLEASE NOTE THE INVOICE FOR 2011 DUES ATTACHED TO THIS NEWSLETTER.  Prompt payments are very much appreciated.
THINGS TO THINK ABOUT AT PEDESTRIAN KNOCKDOWNS :  Vehicle backing up in roadways, driveways, or parking lots. Teach children to look at the driver and watch for the illuminated back-up lights before walking behind vehicles. They should treat driveways like intersections — stop at the edge and look LEFT-RIGHT-LEFT for cars pulling into or backing out of driveways.

NJ NEW PLATES COMING SOON:  The new license plates will be rolling out as the current inventory will runs out in May of 2011.  MVC also requests officers issuing summonses to CDL drivers, regardless of what type of vehicle they are operating, to please check the CDL box on the summons.
ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SAFETY BELTS AND BULLETPROOF VEST

NEXT MEETING: DECEMBER 1, 2010 – ELKS LODGE, SOMERVILLE, NJ
NJ Police Traffic Officers Association

PO Box 664

Voorhees, NJ 08043

856-220-1433

E-MAIL: njptoa@hotmail.com
INVOICE

	DATE
	ITEM
	AMOUNT

	1/1/2011
	Annual Membership Dues for Police Department
	35.00

	
	
	

	
	TOTAL:
	$35.00


DATE:  1/1/2011   SIGNED:  Chief William Cicchetti, President.

PLEASE NOTE AND USE THE ADDRESS ON THIS INVOICE

Our Tax ID number is 22-2344113

Note:  If you would like to receive the newsletter by e-mail instead of by postal mail please send your request to tparenti@comcast.net.  

(Please check mailing label.  Correct if necessary by phone call or e-mail)
