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JULY 2009                                               WWW.NJPTOA.ORG                                           OUR 35th YEAR
Chief William Cicchetti, President -- Sgt. Richard Maxwell, 1st Vice-President – Tony Parenti, Exec. Dir., Editor.
Lt. Mark Wilson, Operations Secretary.  Postal address -  P.O. Box 664, Voorhees, NJ 08043 - 856-220-1433  NJPTOA@HOTMAIL.com
Next Regular Business Meeting:  WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2009 – BEGINNING AT 10:00 A.M. at the Somerville Elks Lodge, Route 28 (Union Avenue) Bridgewater, NJ.  Please note that we do not meet in July, and August.  
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  I attended the awards lunch of the Traffic Officers Association of Central/West Jersey honoring traffic officers Jeffrey Dewar, Bound Brook; Jason Albanese, Bridgewater; Michael Peterson, Manville Police; Pete Tilstra Clinton Borough Police; Alfred Payne, Raritan Township; and Matthew Radecky, Pohatcong.  The honorees performed outstanding traffic safety services in their communities.  Congratulations and thanks guys.  By the time you read this, schools will be out for summer recess.  Expect child safety incidents to increase sharply during the recess so be prepared by keeping a special watch on children and motor vehicle operator behavior.  With the excitement of summer fun children can easily forget the safety procedures taught to them.  The summer season also means vacation time for many police officers thus straining police services.  This could translate to less police road presence and declines in traffic law enforcement at a time when the economic situation will increase traffic with more local trips. Traffic crashes, injuries, and deaths, do not take a vacation so participate in safety programs by catching speeders, careless drivers, red light runners, drunken drivers, and violators of restraint laws.  I wish you and yours a safe and enjoyable summer.  Stay safe, Bill. 
ATTENTION COUNTY TRAFFIC OFFICERS ASSOCIATIONS:  We are trying to put together a list of County Associations, their postal and e-mail address, a roster of their current officers and their PD.  Please send the information to tparenti@comcast.net or to Tony Parenti, 16 Pleasant Avenue, Fanwood, N J. We will use the information to identify the various Associations and build better communications with them and the NJPTOA.  The information will be kept confidential and any inquiries will go directly to the County Association whenever appropriate.  By request of the president our Executive Director will use the list to visit each Association to discuss issues or if we can assist in any way.  Thank you.  

MEMORIAL DAY FATALITIES:  In 2009 here were 6 roadway fatalities over the Memorial Day weekend compared to 5 in 2008.  In 2009, 4 were in motor vehicles, 1 Motorcyclist, and 1 Pedalcyclist.  Three of the deaths were in Ocean County, 1 in Gloucester, 1 in Mercer, and 1 in Burlington.  In 2008: 2 Motorcyclists, 1 in Hudson & 1 in Morris,1 ATV in Middlesex, 1 Commercial Vehicle in Morris, 1 Pedalcyclist in Monmouth County.      

IGNITION LOCK DEVICE FOR FIRST DWI OFFENDERS:  Currently New Jersey law does not require the installation of Ignition Lock Devices for convicted first time DWI Offenders. The NJ Assembly Judiciary Committee approved a bill, known as the “Ricci’s Law” that will require first-time DWI offenders with a BAC .15 or higher to install an ignition lock on their vehicle. If this new law passes NJ would join 12 other states with such a law.  With the device installed the vehicle will not start or continue to go unless the driver blows legally sober breath samples into the device upon starting the vehicle and during the continuation of the trip.  At the present time the ignition lock device costs about $75 per month.  
The Bergen County Traffic Officers Association is celebrating their 25th Anniversary.  We wish them many more years of continued success.
As of MAY 31, 2009 there were 230 fatalities recorded on NJ roads compared to 228 during the same period in 2008, AN INCREASE OF 2 DEATHS.  
	COUNTY 
	2009
	2008
	CHANGE
	COUNTY 
	2009
	2008
	CHANGE

	Atlantic 
	11
	14
	-03
	Bergen 
	06
	07
	-01

	Burlington 
	25
	18
	+07
	Camden 
	10
	19
	-09

	Cape May 
	03
	03
	+00
	Cumberland 
	11
	08
	+03

	Essex 
	16
	13
	+03
	Gloucester 
	08
	10
	-02

	Hudson 
	12
	16
	-04
	Hunterdon 
	02
	06
	-04

	Mercer 
	12
	09
	-03
	Middlesex 
	16
	10
	+06

	Monmouth 
	15
	18
	-03
	Morris 
	07
	13
	-06

	Ocean 
	27
	15
	+12
	Passaic 
	11
	10
	+01

	Salem 
	02
	07
	-05
	Somerset 
	10
	08
	+02

	Sussex 
	03
	06
	-03
	Union 
	19
	16
	+03

	Warren
	04
	02
	+02
	 
	
	
	


Driver Deaths, 116; Passengers, 37; Pedalcyclist, 010; Pedestrians, 76;  Motorcyclists, 19; Motorcycle Passengers, 01. There were 230 Deaths in 219 Crashes.
CIVILIAN EXCELLENCE IN TRAFFIC SAFETY AWARD:  We are in the process of developing an Excellence in Traffic Safety Award for non-police people that perform extraordinary traffic safety services, similar to the Chief Anthony J. Parenti award that is exclusively for police.  The award will be named after Matthew J. Derham who worked with the AAA NJ Foundation for Safety and is now retired.  He was instrumental in assisting us form the NJPTOA in 1974.  He gave us expert advice on how to organize, deal with other agencies, the legislature, etc.  He guided us in getting laws changed and maneuvering new laws through the legislature.  No matter what meeting we attended or advice we required, we always knew we had Matt as a friend and could rely on his vast knowledge and experience in traffic safety matters.  Mr. Derham was an aggressive traffic safety advocate in his own right.  His years of sacrifice, hard work, dedication, and perseverance saved many lives on NJ roadways.  He was the first to bring Northwestern University Traffic Safety Institute courses to NJ, always at no cost to the police officer.  There is no doubt  that Matt Derham was the pioneer in providing basic and advanced crash investigation training.  The Board will develop criteria for this honor.  Like the Chief Parenti Award, we will not force ourselves to present the award by the calendar – on a yearly basis.  The award will be given to deserving people who meet the criteria and at intervals decided by the Board of Officers.  
MOTORCYCLE DANGER:  Motorcyclists are more likely to be in an injury crash than drivers of passenger cars.  Safety experts said 20.9 cars out of 100,000 were in fatal crashes in 2002. The rate for motorcycles is 66.7 per 100,000.  Most crashes occur because car drivers don't see the cyclist. Seventy-seven% of two vehicle crashes occur in the 10, 11, 12, 1, and 2 o'clock positions of the motorcycle. The most frequent crashes occur when the motorcycle is going straight and a car makes a left turn in front of the motorcycle. Intersections are the most likely place for motorcycle crashes with the other vehicle failing to yield to the motorcycle.  Cyclists can reduce their risk exposure by wearing bright protective safety gear and by using proper riding techniques. 
RED LIGHT CAMERA SCRAPPED:  South Brunswick withdrew from the pilot program to install red light cameras at dangerous intersections.  Their concerns centered on increased rear end collisions and that the cameras ‘aren't a safety measure but instead a revenue producer.’  State Sen. Nicholas Scutari agrees and thinks the entire program should be abandoned because the state already knows what the pilot program will determine and that the cameras “do not improve safety.”   If running red lights is a problem in South Brunswick maybe they should consider extending the yellow signal timing.
ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SAFETY BELTS AND BULLETPROOF VEST
NEXT MEETING: SEPTEMBER 2, 2009, AT THE SOMERVILLE ELKS LODGE BRIDGEWATER, NJ 
