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AUGUST 2009                                         WWW.NJPTOA.ORG                                           OUR 35th YEAR
Chief William Cicchetti, President -- Sgt. Richard Maxwell, 1st Vice-President – Tony Parenti, Exec. Dir., Editor.
Lt. Mark Wilson, Operations Secretary.   P.O. Box 664, Voorhees, NJ 08043 - 856-220-1433  NJPTOA@HOTMAIL.com
Next Regular Business Meeting:  WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2009 – BEGINNING AT 10:00 A.M. at the Somerville Elks Lodge, Route 28 (Union Avenue) Bridgewater, NJ.  Please note that we do not meet in August.  
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  Our meetings with the MVC to review the motor vehicle point and event system are winding down.  The entire point system is under review and several suggestions were made that will be considered for adoption.  MVC is preparing a summary of these suggestions and I will report further on this when I receive the document.  Elsewhere in this newsletter you’ll see there were 5 fewer deaths on NJ roads during the July 4th holiday period in 2009 compared to the same period in 2008. This is a significant difference considering the 2009 holiday covered a 3 day weekend.  I believe traffic law enforcement played an important role in the safety of the weekend travel period.  Congratulations to former MVC Chief Administrator Sharon Harrington on her recent appointment to the Casino Control Commission.  She did a superb job managing the affairs of the MVC by providing top notch motor vehicles services during her tenure and the “fix DMV” initiative.  We enjoyed an excellent working relationship with her and her team and wish her the very best in her new role - NJ motorists’ loss - Casino Control Commission’s gain.  Governor Corzine named Shawn Sheekey as Acting MVC Administrator.  He served as Deputy Chief Administrator since 2002 and has overseen the launch of New Jersey's Digital Driver License and 6 Point ID Verification System.  We look forward to working with him.  Stay safe, Bill. 

TRAFFIC CONGESTION ON THE DECLINE:   The 2009 Texas Transportation Institute Urban Mobility Report claims traffic congestion eased due to high gasoline prices and the economic recession.  In 2007 the average motorist spent 1.3 fewer hours in traffic than in 2005 and wasted one less gallon of gasoline, the first time since they began studying congestion in 1982 that there's been a national decline.  They also warn that the nation's quarter-century pattern of worsening congestion is expected to resume when the economy rebounds.  Traffic volume grew by 3% to 5% annually for the past three to four decades and was driven by population, more women working, expanding automobile ownership and an increase in suburban jobs.  They predict that traffic volume will grow at 1.5% to 2% annually in the coming years.  Even with less congestion, Americans lost $87.2 billion in 2007 to wasted fuel and lost productivity, on average more than $750 per driver.

JULY 4 FATALITIES:  The preliminary report for the 2009 July 4th weekend shows 4 highway deaths on NJ roads compared to 9 in 2008.  In 2009 the statistics show 1 pedestrian and 3 passenger cars deaths.  In 2008 the roadway deaths included 3 in passenger cars, 4 motorcycle drivers, and 2 pedestrians.      

DROP IN NATIONAL HIGHWAY FATALITY RATE:   NHTSA reports that the projection of traffic fatalities for the first quarter of 2009 shows an estimated 7,689 people died in motor vehicle traffic crashes compared to the 8,451 fatalities occurring in the first quarter of 2008, a decline of about 9 percent. This is the 12th consecutive quarter of declines in fatalities.  Traffic fatalities have been declining steadily since reaching a peak in 2005.  Preliminary data reported by the Federal Highway Administration shows vehicle miles traveled in the first three months of 2009 dropped by about 11.7 billion miles, about a 1.7 percent decline.  

As of June 30, 2009 there were 278 fatalities recorded on NJ roads compared to 280 during the same period in 2008, A DECREASE OF 2 DEATHS.  
	COUNTY 
	2009
	2008
	CHANGE
	COUNTY 
	2009
	2008
	CHANGE

	Atlantic 
	12
	17
	-05
	Bergen 
	10
	10
	-0-

	Burlington 
	29
	21
	+08
	Camden 
	15
	20
	-05

	Cape May 
	03
	05
	-02
	Cumberland 
	15
	11
	+04

	Essex 
	21
	17
	+04
	Gloucester 
	09
	13
	-04

	Hudson 
	15
	21
	-06
	Hunterdon 
	03
	07
	-04

	Mercer 
	14
	12
	+02
	Middlesex 
	18
	13
	+05

	Monmouth 
	18
	23
	-05
	Morris 
	07
	15
	-08

	Ocean 
	31
	16
	+15
	Passaic 
	13
	11
	+02

	Salem 
	03
	08
	-05
	Somerset 
	11
	10
	+01

	Sussex 
	04
	08
	-04
	Union 
	21
	19
	+02

	Warren
	06
	03
	+03
	 
	
	
	


Driver Deaths, 147; Passengers, 42; Pedalcyclist, 04; Pedestrians, 85; Motorcyclists, 19; Motorcycle Passengers, 01. There were 265 Crashes with 278 Deaths.
MISSING CRASH REPORTS:  NJDOT, Bureau of Safety Programs, went through a 6 month analysis of Police Department crash report submissions and discovered that many departments are not timely submitting their crash reports.  Police departments are encouraged to submit reports on a weekly to bi-weekly timeframe.  Please check your department’s crash records and submit any reports for 2009 that have not been submitted.  The crash report shipping address is: New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, CN 600, Thiokol Bldg 8, Trenton, NJ 08625, Attn: Bureau of Safety Programs - Crash Records Unit.  If you have any questions please feel free to contact Bill Beams at http://www.nj.gov/transportation/refdata/accident/.  You can also use this site to find information related to police resources. 

PEDESTRIAN FATALITIES SOARING:  Pedestrian fatalities have plagued NJ for many years by being higher than the national average and this year is no exception.  NJ State Police report that as of the end of June 85 pedestrians died on NJ roadways, an increase of nearly 35 percent from 2008.  Officials said a number of factors put more foot travelers on the road, including the “failing economy” and efforts to be “eco-friendly.”  But it’s obvious, by even taking a casual look at the statistics; there are increasing numbers of drunken pedestrians being struck by cars.  There also are many pedestrian strikes at mid-block where there are no crosswalks.  The time has come to form a REAL WORKING task force (with crash Reconstructionists, not people that never investigated or studied crashes) to evaluate each pedestrian fatality to determine common factors and what, if anything, can be done to reduce the problem.  Blaming the “economy” and people being “eco-friendly” is not acceptable.  Pedestrian fatalities in NJ have been higher than the national average long before either of the foregoing struck our state.  The pedestrian fatality problem in NJ needs solutions not excuses – too many lives are at stake.  
NATIONAL OFFICER FATALITY REPORT:    The National Law Enforcement Memorial Fund says law enforcement line-of-duty deaths nationwide rose 20 percent during the first six months of 2009. Statistics show 66 deaths between January 1 and June 30, 2009, compared with 55 during the same period in 2008. All categories of officer fatalities increased between 2008 and 2009: Officers killed by gunfire rose slightly, from 20 in the first half of 2008 to 22 in the first six months of 2009.  The number of officers killed in traffic-related incidents increased 17 percent during the first six months of 2009, from 30 to 35.  Eight officers succumbed to job-related physical ailments during the first half of 2009, double the number during the first six months of 2008. In addition, one officer died in a helicopter crash this year.  
We mourn the death of Jersey City Detective Marc DiNardo and offer our condolences to his family and the Jersey City Police Department.
ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SAFETY BELTS AND BULLETPROOF VEST
NEXT MEETING: SEPTEMBER 2, 2009, SOMERVILLE ELKS LODGE 
