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N.J.P.T.O A – P.0. Box 664, Voorhees, NJ 08043 - 856-220-1433  NJPTOA.ORG -- NJPTOA@HOTMAIL.COM
Next Regular Business Meeting:  WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6, 2010 – BEGINNING AT 10:00 A.M. at the Somerville Elks Lodge, Route 28 (Union Avenue) Bridgewater, NJ.  
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  I would like thank the members of the nominating committee for their work in finding members to serve on the Board of Officers.  Congratulations also are in order for the officers elected to the Board.  I am looking forward to working with them as we conduct the important business of the Association for the next 2 years.  A list of the new officers is posted on our website (njptoa.org).  Pedestrian fatalities continue to plague NJ.  We are making it a top priority in 2010 to lower these senseless deaths and we are asking for your help in doing so.  If you have any meaningful suggestions to prevent pedestrian knockdowns or deaths please contact us and we will follow through. Congratulations are in order for Mr. Matthew Derham and Dr. Claudia Knesek who were the first to receive the NJPTOA Matthew J. Derham Excellence in Traffic Safety Award.  Enjoy the holidays and Stay Safe in 2010, Bill.       
THANKSGIVING WEEKEND DEATHS:  In 2009 there were 7 fatalities; 5 drivers, 1 Passenger, and 1 Pedestrian.  In 2008 there were 8 fatalities; 2 Motorcyclists, 4 Drivers, 1 Passenger, and 1 Pedestrian.  

RADAR TUNING FORKS:  NJ Weights & Measures will test and certify Radar Tuning Forks at our February 3, 2010 meeting for departments A through M and at the March meeting for departments N through Z.  Sort tuning forks by miles per hour and in banded bundles.  List each fork on the Weights & Measures invoice (get a copy at njptoa.org, forms link) including miles per hour, serial number, and have your department’s purchase order entirely filled out including the mailing address section along with a copy of the Weights & Measures invoice.  There is a charge of $10.00 per fork.  
BIKER EVIDENCE SUPPRESSED:  An Appellate Division decision in State v. Williams, ruled evidence recovered from an illegal bike chase had to be suppressed. The defendant saw a large police presence in a neighborhood and quickly drove away from police.  Without any level of suspicion the police chased him on foot and apprehended him after 4 or 5 seconds. During the chase the defendant discarded a small box containing cocaine. The Court held that evidence obtained during an illegal chase and arrest may only be admissible if its recovery is substantially attenuated from the police illegal conduct. They went on to say that in this case that there was no such attenuation and ordered the evidence suppressed.

MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR 2010 PAYABLE NOW:  The yearly dues per department are still only $35.00. We do not bill individual members; the department is the billing entity. A bill for dues is included with this newsletter or you may go to njptoa.org, forms. We solely depend on dues collection for operating expenses so please process your voucher, purchase order, or write the check as quickly as possible.  PLEASE USE OUR NEW ADDRESS AT NJPTOA, P.O. BOX 664 VOORHEES, NJ 08043.   Thank you.  
LAW ENFORCEMENT CHALLENGE:  This is a competition among police traffic safety units assessing their efforts and effectiveness in occupant protection, impaired driving, and speeding.  The Judges are experienced traffic law enforcement officers and evaluate agencies of similar size so there is no unfair competition. More information can be obtained by visiting njsacop.com, type Law Enforcement Challenge in the search box, click on Traffic Safety-NHTSA, and scroll down to Law Enforcement Challenge.  
CRASHES KILL COPS:  Vehicle crashes kill most police officers in the line-of-duty and have increased 40% over the past 30 years.  Officers killed by gun fire decreased by about the same percentage.  The FBI reports 41 cops were killed in the line of duty last year; 68 died in crashes, and 58,792 were assaulted.  A large number of the officers killed in crashes were not belted.  Law Enforcement Officers Killed and Assaulted, 2008, is available on the FBI’s Web site www.fbi.gov/ucr/killed/2008. For more information on TOPS training, contact NHTSA Region 2, LEL, John J. Coyle at john.coyle.CTR@dot.gov. 
As of December 12, 2009 there were 561 fatalities recorded on NJ roads compared to 566 during the same period in 2008, A DECREASE OF 5 DEATHS.  

	COUNTY
	2009
	2008
	CHANGE
	COUNTY
	2009
	2008
	CHANGE

	Atlantic 
	39
	29
	+10
	Bergen 
	24
	23
	+01

	Burlington 
	47
	44
	+03
	Camden 
	40
	43
	-03

	Cape May 
	06
	10
	-04
	Cumberland 
	26
	23
	+03

	Essex 
	40
	47
	-07
	Gloucester 
	20
	31
	-11

	Hudson 
	22
	26
	-04
	Hunterdon 
	08
	11
	-03

	Mercer 
	22
	21
	+01
	Middlesex 
	45
	45
	-0-

	Monmouth 
	34
	44
	-10
	Morris 
	17
	24
	-07

	Ocean 
	62
	35
	+27
	Passaic 
	25
	24
	+01

	Salem 
	14
	16
	-02
	Somerset 
	13
	14
	-01

	Sussex 
	07
	14
	-07
	Union 
	42
	36
	+06

	Warren
	08
	06
	+02
	 
	
	
	


Driver Deaths, 305/313; Passengers, 83/106; Pedalcyclist, 14/20; Pedestrians, 149/127. Total of 530/532 Crashes with 561/566 Deaths.
MOTORCYCLE FATALITIES:  65 fatal crashes with 62/77 motorcycle drivers and 4/4 passengers killed.  

Ages of deceased motorcycle drivers: 17-20 = 4; 21-30 = 13; 31-40 = 20; Over 40 = 25.  
MEETING CANCELLATION:  We try not to cancel business meetings but sometimes the weatherman doesn’t cooperate.  If we cancel a meeting due to bad weather or otherwise, the cancellation notice will be on our website – njptoa.org.  

TOYOTA RECALL:  In its biggest U.S. recall Toyota will fix accelerator pedals on about 4 million vehicles.  After reports of sudden acceleration they also will install a brake override system on some of the vehicles.  Toyota is recalling 110,000 Tundra pickup trucks for frame corrosion that can damage brake lines and dislodge spare tires. In 2008 they recalled 539,500 of its 2003 and 2004 model-year Corolla and Matrix cars to fix a flaw that could cause the power windows to stop working. In August of this year, they recalled 95,700 of the 2009 and 2010 Corolla, Matrix and Scion XD vehicles for a defect that could cause brakes to fail in cold conditions.  Toyota’s biggest previous recall worldwide involved 1.53 million Hilux pickup trucks with faulty steering relay rods. The company’s largest U.S. recall before this year involved 978,000 vehicles in 2005, also to fix a steering-related flaw.  Toyota plans to shorten the accelerator pedals and in some vehicles they will reshape the floor surface under the pedal.  They told U.S. dealers in September to inspect how the floor mats were installed after a California Highway Patrol Officer and three of his family members died in a crash near San Diego in a Lexus that may have had a jammed accelerator.  Please help protect our brothers/sisters by sharing this with other members of your department.
MORE ON RED LIGHT CAMERAS: The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) issued an official ruling that found red light camera "violation lines" illegal.  “Violation lines” are four-inch wide white lines on painted on the pavement known as the "prolongation" of the cross street's curb line in order to facilitate the use of automated ticketing machines.  They are not the "stop bar" or crosswalk lines that most motorists expect, but a third set of lines that appear at the edge of the intersection.  The Manual on Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) does not contain any provisions for the use of transverse lines to indicate the legal limits of an intersection for red light violation purposes.  
V.I.N. DECODER:  AnalogX VIN View is a free online VIN decoder permitting you to see vital information about a vehicle. It decodes any vehicle identification number issued after 1978, when ISO 3779 was established to create a uniform way to track vehicles.  You can lookup cars prior to 1978, by going to Wikipedia. They have one of the more comprehensive listings of VIN's plus additional related information.  Enter the VIN number (all 17 characters) and click decode. On the decode page you'll see the VIN again and the position of each character.  The bottom portion displays the position and characters map. Site for the VIN Decoder:  http://www.nisrinc.com/CMV_ID/cmv_id.asp
ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SAFETY BELTS AND BULLETPROOF VEST 
NEXT MEETING: JANUARY 6, 2010, SOMERVILLE ELKS LODGE BRIDGEWATER, NJ
NJ Police Traffic Officers Association

PO Box 664

Voorhees, NJ 008043

E-MAIL: njptoa@hotmail.com
INVOICE

	DATE
	ITEM
	AMOUNT

	1/1/2010
	Annual Membership Dues for Police Department
	35.00

	
	
	

	
	TOTAL:
	$35.00


DATE:  1/1/2010   SIGNED:  Chief William Cicchetti, President.

Our Tax ID number is 22-2344113

Note:  If you would like to receive the newsletter by e-mail instead of by postal mail please send your request to tparenti@comcast.net.  

(Please check mailing label.  Correct if necessary by phone call or e-mail)
