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NEXT REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING:  WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 5, 2011, beginning at 10:00 a.m. Somerville Elks Club, 375 Union Ave. (Route 28) Bridgewater, NJ.  ICOP Digital, inc., is sponsoring the meeting.  They are presenting their in-car video systems, demonstrating the value of the systems in exonerating officers from false complaints and gaining convictions.  ICOP’s DVRs leads the industry for audio/video quality, reliability, mic performance, and the secure wireless transfer of evidence.  ICOP’s redesigned camera boasts the lowest LUX factor in mobile video, which translates to the best night recording quality in the industry.  
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:   With the beginning of the New Year let’s hope our new legislators realize the importance of having a viable and fully staffed police department to keep our citizens and roadways safe.  It’s up to us to keep delivering this message and you can count on us to do our part.  Remember when applying for grants this year you have to go online with the Division of Highway Traffic Safety.  If you have any questions about the program, there will be a representative from NJDHTS to answer them at our next meeting.  I would like to realign the Regions this year so we can get better representation from the most southern parts of the state.  Please think about this and your suggestions are always welcome.  Our Executive Director, Past President, Tony Parenti, won reelection to the Fanwood Council.  Governor Christie’s Chief of Staff Ex-Senator Richard Bagger will swear him in on Sunday January 2, 2011 beginning at 12 Noon at Fanwood Borough Hall.  The Association recognized Pam Fischer and Al Tindall for all they did while working at NJDHTS.  I also would like to express my appreciation for receiving the Chief Anthony J. Parenti Excellence in Traffic Safety Award.  I was surprised, honored, and deeply appreciate receiving the award and thank everyone involved in the selection process.  On behalf of the Association, I wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a safe and Happy New Year.  Stay Safe - Bill
KIDS WITH RADAR GUNS:   New Yorkers want to teach kids about the dangers of driving over the speed limit so fourth graders in a Brooklyn school were given the opportunity to try city-issued speed guns checking traffic along Atlantic Avenue.  The youngsters concluded that New Yorkers drive too fast.  They recorded an average speed of 38 mph, and a few cars zoomed by while near 50 m.p.h., even with school crossing signs posted in the vicinity.  The idea is to get younger pedestrians to understand speeding is a danger.  In the classroom, they performed a few back-of-the-Trapper-Keeper calculations to determine the distance required a speeding vehicle to come to a halt.  The speed limit in NYC is 30 mph.
NJ RANKS HIGH IN ROAD SAFETY LAWS: In a report released by the Emergency Nurses Association, NJ has tied for third place, along with eight other states, achieving a 12 out of a possible 14 on the organization's scorecard.  The 14 qualifications, includes state trauma system; primary seat-belt law; universal motorcycle helmet; booster seat; child safety until age 16; graduated drivers license passenger and nighttime driving restrictions, and texting while driving provisions.  NJ met all of these except supervised driving for graduated drivers' license holders going 30-50 mph, and an all-positions seat-belt law.  Thirty-eight states, including NJ, improved their scores since the 2008 report. 

OCEAN GATE OFFICER KILLED BY A DRUNKEN DRIVER:  Ocean Gate police officer, Jason C. Marles, 32, worked the drunken-driving patrol from midnight to 3 a.m.  While driving home on the Garden State Parkway he was killed when a drunken driver in a BMWX7 struck him from behind.  The force of the crash caused the officer’s Jeep to spin, strike a guardrail, run off the roadway, overturn, eventually resting on its roof against a pine tree and engulfed in flames.  After the crash, passengers in the BMW fled the scene but were apprehended by Toms River police and state troopers.  The BMW driver, Erick P. Uzcategui, of Manchester has been charged with vehicular homicide and drunken driving.  Anyone witnessing or has information regarding this case is asked to call State Police Troop E Detectives at 732-441-4500 ext. 2372 or Detective David Margentino at 732-929-2027 ext. 2946.  Our heartfelt condolences go out to the Ocean Gate Police Department and the Marles Family.
As of December 15, 2010 there were 525 fatalities on NJ roads compared to 571 during the same period in 2009, A DECREASE OF 46 DEATHS.  

	COUNTY
	2010
	2009
	CHANGE
	COUNTY
	2010
	2009
	CHANGE

	Atlantic 
	22
	39
	-17
	Bergen 
	32
	25
	+07

	Burlington 
	33
	48
	-15
	Camden 
	42
	42
	-0-

	Cape May 
	04
	06
	-02
	Cumberland 
	22
	27
	-05

	Essex 
	40
	41
	-01
	Gloucester 
	18
	21
	-03

	Hudson 
	23
	22
	+01
	Hunterdon 
	11
	08
	+03

	Mercer 
	18
	22
	-04
	Middlesex 
	37
	48
	-11

	Monmouth 
	44
	34
	+10
	Morris 
	24
	17
	+07

	Ocean 
	53
	63
	-10
	Passaic 
	20
	28
	-08

	Salem 
	12
	14
	-02
	Somerset 
	27
	13
	+14

	Sussex 
	19
	07
	+12
	Union 
	24
	41
	-17

	Warren
	10
	08
	-02
	 
	
	
	


Driver Deaths, 290/308 Passengers, 92/96; Pedalcyclist, 13/14; Pedestrians, 130/153. Total of 499/538 Crashes with 525/571 Deaths.  First number represents 2010, second number is 2009.
THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY FATALITIES:   In 2010 there were 4 fatalities reported:  Toms River, Ocean County, Alcohol, 1 Passenger Car Driver;  Camden, Camden County, 1 Pedestrian; Trenton,  Mercer County, 1 Pedestrian; West Milford Township, Passaic County, 1 Passenger Car Driver.  In 2009 there were 7 fatalities: Galloway Township, Atlantic County, 1 Passenger Car Passenger; Sayreville Boro, Middlesex County, Drugs, 2 Passenger Car Passengers; Upper Pittsgrove Township, Salem County, 2 Passenger Car Drivers, Toms River, Ocean County, Drugs, 1 Pedestrian; Toms River, Ocean County Alcohol, 1 Passenger Car Passenger; Mantua Township, Gloucester County, 1 Passenger Car Driver; Bridgeton City, Cumberland County, Alcohol, 1 Passenger Car Driver.  
U.S. TRANSPORTATION EASES OFF ON STREET SIGN REPLACEMENT:  It appears we will not have to replace street signs from all capital letters to mixed-case lettering.  The U.S. Transportation secretary blasted the proposal saying, “I believe that this regulation makes no sense.  It does not properly take into account the high costs local governments would have to bear.  States, cities, and towns should not be required to spend money that they don’t have to replace perfectly good traffic signs.”  
CAMERAS RESPONSIBLE FOR HIGHER CRASH RATES IN NEW MEXICO:   Even though road crashes nationwide are at historic lows, the overall crash rate increased 24 percent at monitored intersections in Las Cruces, New Mexico.  The rate of injury crashes increased 29 percent and the rate of property damage crashes increased 25 percent.  The New Mexico Department of Transportation ordered the shut down of the cameras.  Tickets have continued to flow at an intersection with twenty months of before and twenty months after data became available.  The total number of collisions at this location increased 18 percent and the number of injury collisions doubled.  Redflex locked the city into a contract that does not expire for another three years. 
CITY OF LINDEN, NJ REPORTS RESULTS ON RED LIGHT CAMERAS:  The City of Linden, NJ mailed out almost 20,000 red light camera tickets and collected $800,000 in fines.  The state approved cameras were installed at 3 intersections.  Fines are $140 for tickets on Routes 1 & 9, a state-designated “safe corridor.”  At the Route 27 intersection, the penalty is $85.  Sgt. Michael Babulski said that since the cameras have been up at the intersections, only one crash has taken place.  Babulski said.  “It seems like it’s drastically changing people’s behavior, and the intersections are becoming safer.”
THINGS TO THINK ABOUT AT PEDESTRIAN KNOCKDOWNS:  Children darting out into the street at a corner or at mid-block.  This type of crash commonly occurs in neighborhoods where children are playing.  A ball might roll into the street and the child runs to chase after it.  Teach children to ask for help and the dangers of retrieving any object in the street, especially in areas where there are parked cars. 

MEETING CANCELLATION:  We try not to cancel meetings unless it’s necessary.  If we cancel a meeting, the notice will be on our website by 0600 on the date of the meeting– njptoa.org.  

PLEASE NOTE THE INVOICE FOR 2011 DUES ATTACHED TO THIS NEWSLETTER.  Prompt payments are very much appreciated.
ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SAFETY BELTS AND BULLETPROOF VEST

NEXT MEETING: JANUARY 5, 2011 – ELKS LODGE, SOMERVILLE, NJ
NJ Police Traffic Officers Association

PO Box 664

Voorhees, NJ 008043

E-MAIL: njptoa@hotmail.com
INVOICE

	DATE
	ITEM
	AMOUNT

	1/1/2011
	Annual Membership Dues for Police Department
	35.00

	
	
	

	
	TOTAL:
	$35.00


DATE:  1/1/2011   SIGNED:  Chief William Cicchetti, President.

Our Tax ID number is 22-2344113

Note:  If you would like to receive the newsletter by e-mail instead of by postal mail, please send your request to tparenti@comcast.net.  

(Please check mailing label.  Correct if necessary by phone call or e-mail)

