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NEXT REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING:  The Association meeting is on WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2010, beginning at 10:00 a.m. at the Somerville Elks Club, Route 28 (Union Avenue) Bridgewater, NJ .   
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  Now that we are back in the full swing of things it’s time to consider the current climate of what is happening in traffic safety.  Budget cuts, the 2% cap, lay-offs, downsizing, reassignments, etc., all have an unfavorable affect on traffic safety programs.  We must face the challenge and come up with strategies that will help make our roadways safer, despite the roadblocks mentioned above.  This means we have to work harder and smarter.  We have to convince our local and state officials that the current declines in roadway deaths, injuries and property damage are directly connected to prevention and enforcement programs and if taken away they can expect a reversal and traffic incidents will increase. Sunday October 10th is the tenth anniversary of “Put The Brakes on Fatalities Day.”  On this day we strive for zero roadway fatalities in NJ.  Please participate by stepping up patrol and enforcing motor vehicle and pedestrian safety laws.  We discussed several legislative topics at our last meeting.  Our Executive Director and I are following this up with a meeting with a legislator.  You will hear more about this as we make progress.  Stay Safe, Bill.       
MVC LISTS LICENSE PLATE IDENTIFICATION: License plates issued by the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission indicate the type of registered vehicle by words displayed at the bottom of each plate. Examples include Garden State (passenger), Commercial, School Vehicle, Trailer or Omnibus. Non-passenger vehicle plates also begin with a letter combination, which designates the specific type of vehicle. Series that begin with the letter X typically refer to a commercial vehicle.  “T” series denote a trailer and certain S plates signify a school vehicle.  There are, however, standard, passenger vehicle license plate combinations that also begin with the letters S, T or X. The difference with these particular plates is that, like all other passenger vehicle license plates, the bottom of the plate features the words “Garden State.” Vehicles displaying these plates are legally registered, passenger vehicles and should not be cited for improper registration.
SAFETY BELTS ON MOTOR COACHES:  A proposed federal regulation will require the installation of shoulder belts in new motor coaches, including suburban commuter buses and charter buses that use Garden State Parkway to and from Atlantic City and Shore points.  The goal of the proposed rule is to prevent passengers from being ejected during a crash or rollover.  The proposal dates back to a 2007 NHTSA safety plan to address NTSB recommendations in the wake of several fatal charter bus crashes that identified four priority areas where safety could be improved. They include requiring seat belts, to reduce passenger risk and driver ejection from the bus during a crash, improved roof strength, emergency evacuation, and fire safety.  The seat belt regulation was proposed after crash testing was done by NHTSA in 2009 which included rollover tests.

PAT OTT (NJDOT) RETIREMENT:   After serving for 27 years with NJDOT Pat has decided to retire.  Pat is the Director Traffic Engineering and Safety and worked very closely with our Association, attending meetings and answering questions.  She earned her BS in Civil Engineering from Rutgers University and MS in Transportation Engineering from NJ Institute of Technology.  She is also a licensed professional engineer in New Jersey and a certified public manager.  Pat will take a few months off and after the new year will consider her future in engineering and safety.  Her retirement dinner is on Thursday September 30, 2010 from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 P.M. at the Mercer Oakes Catering, 725 Village Road West, East Windsor, NJ.  RSVP by September 17 to Midalie Leon, 1035 Parkway Ave., 7th Floor. E&O Bldg., Trenton, NJ  08625.  Tickets are $45.00 per.  

As of September 16, 2010 there were 381 fatalities on NJ roads compared to 426 during the same period in 2009, A DECREASE OF 45 DEATHS.  

	COUNTY
	2010
	2009
	CHANGE
	COUNTY
	2010
	2009
	CHANGE

	Atlantic 
	18
	26
	-08
	Bergen 
	24
	17
	+07

	Burlington 
	23
	43
	-20
	Camden 
	32
	27
	-05

	Cape May 
	04
	06
	-02
	Cumberland 
	17
	23
	-06

	Essex 
	30
	30
	-0-
	Gloucester 
	12
	13
	-01

	Hudson 
	18
	19
	-01
	Hunterdon 
	07
	03
	+04

	Mercer 
	11
	18
	-07
	Middlesex 
	25
	28
	-03

	Monmouth 
	31
	29
	+02
	Morris 
	16
	11
	+05

	Ocean 
	42
	48
	-06
	Passaic 
	09
	20
	-11

	Salem 
	09
	09
	-0-
	Somerset 
	22
	13
	+09

	Sussex 
	06
	06
	-0-
	Union 
	18
	30
	-12

	Warren
	07
	07
	-0-
	 
	
	
	


Driver Deaths, 212/228; Passengers, 73/77; Pedalcyclist, 09/11; Pedestrians, 87/110. Total of 363/401 Cashes with 381/426 Deaths.  First number represents 2010, second number is 2009.
LABOR DAY FATALITIES:  There were 8 fatalities over the Labor Day weekend compared to 5 in 2009.  In 2010:  Atlantic County, 2: 1 Bicyclist & 1 Passenger car passenger.  Essex County, 3: 2 Pedestrians - 1 Motorcyclist.  Ocean County, 1: Passenger car passenger. Middlesex County, 2 Motorcyclist.  

CRASHES LEADING CAUSE OF LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS’ DEATHS:  A review by NHTSA and FBI data show the number of officers killed in crashes increased by about 80 percent between 1980 and 2007, making this the leading cause of on the job deaths for officers. Traffic fatalities climbed even though the number of in line of duty deaths fell about 20 percent. In the general population, the fatality rate per population dropped but the fatality rate among officers has risen dramatically. Crashes accounted for just 26 percent of all law enforcement deaths in 1980-82. By 2005-07, it had increased to 54 percent. The numbers include officers in crashes as pedestrians or motorcyclists, and those who were vehicle occupants. NHTSA also looked at data from FARS and about crash circumstances and found that 39 percent of officers killed in crashes since 1996 were not using safety belts. 
CLEANER & SAFER HIGHWAYS IN NJ:  NJDOT Commissioner James Simpson wants to make New Jersey the "cleanest state in the nation," by cleaning litter, painting over graffiti and removing overgrown brush and trees along state highways.  He also wants to cut back shrubbery that’s hiding highway signs and remove trees that pose a threat by falling in a heavy storm.  Simpson said cleaning up roadways improves safety and makes the state more attractive to businesses.  DOT crews recently picked up 170 tons of litter, painted over 30,660 square yards of graffiti, mowed 1,330 acres of tall grass and removed heavy brush and trees from 134 acres of land.  

TEEN DECAL LAW UNDER REVIEW:  The law requiring teen drivers to display red decals on their plates will undergo a six-month review by the attorney general to determine if the law needs to be changed or repealed.  Some people claim the law is well intended but doesn’t improve safety. There also is concern that teens will be subject to nuisance traffic stops, and young drivers might become victim to predators.  The intent of the decals is to help police enforce teen licensing restrictions that limit the number of passengers they can carry and the hours they can drive.
RUTGERS 6th ANNUAL SAFETY FORUM:  October 20, 2010.  Topics:  How law enforcement affects driving behavior, Engineering improvements for safe driving, EMS and Ambulance safety, Best practices for surveying driving behaviors, Risky personality factors in teen driving, The Why” of drunk driving.  For more information and registration go to cait.rutgers.edu/tsrc/forum or call 732-445-3919.   
THINGS TO THINK ABOUT AT PEDESTRIAN KNOCKDOWNS :  At the Crash Scene:  How were the injuries sustained?  Do the injuries fit the crash? Do marks on the body correlate with the parts on the car? In lower velocity impact the body will be thrown to the ground.  Bumper fractures identifies site of the impact.  Fractures may determine the direction of the impact.  Note any of the above on the crash report.
ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SAFETY BELTS AND BULLETPROOF VEST

NEXT MEETING: OCTOBER 6, 2010 – ELKS CLUB, SOMERVILLE, NJ
