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NEXT REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING:  WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2011-10:00 A.M. at Somerville Elks Lodge, Route 28 (Union Avenue) Bridgewater, NJ.  Info-Cop e-Ticketing rep, Allan Witten will attend.  If anyone has questions or wants to set up an onsite demonstration, see him. Other presentations: legally disposing of abandoned vehicles by a private company and RDR will demo their fixed camera solutions.  
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: Mother Nature wasn’t kind to NJ this past summer with an earthquake, tornado, hurricane, and massive flooding all taking place within a one-month period.  Our police and emergency responders came through with their usual hard work and dedication.  We were battered around a bit, we made it through each disaster and can proudly say we did it with honor and dedication to the people we serve.  First responders do not labor to seek recognition for the good they do but it is heartening for them to know they have public appreciation and support.  I salute these fine and brave people who run into danger while most people are running away from it.  Nominations of officers for 2012 and 2013 will take place at our next meeting.  Help us continue our standing of being among the top law enforcement Associations in the State by considering running for a position on the Board of Officers.  Members receiving the newsletter by postal mail may keep up to date on current matters by checking our website, njptoa.org.  Stay Safe - Bill 
ALLOW MOTORCYCLES TO GO THROUGH RED LIGHTS:  Motorcyclists and bicyclists, at some intersections, stop for a red light but it won’t change to green.  This happens because street sensors control many lights and some motorcycles or bicycles cannot activate the sensor. Often they have to either wait for a vehicle to activate the sensor or go through the red light.  A Chicago cycle salesman wants a law to treat red lights the same as stop signs; allow motorcyclists and bicyclists to stop, if the light doesn’t go green in a reasonable time, drive through.  Supporters say the issue is safety because it’s hard for drivers to see them stopped at red lights, leaving them vulnerable to rear-end collisions.  Police oppose the idea because sensors do not control all lights and allowing cyclists to pass red lights could lead to abuse or confuse other motorists.  

YELLOW DOT PROGRAM: The Yellow Dot is a free program providing emergency workers with vital information about crash victims.  Participants receive a yellow dot to place on their vehicle rear window to alert emergency personnel to look for a corresponding yellow folder in the glove box.  That folder contains a photo​graph, medical conditions, prescrip​tions and other vital information.  It enables first responders to know, if the person cannot commu​nicate, they can go to the glove compartment and get the vital information they need.  Currently New Jersey is not among the states using the program but it is active in many other states.

ONE IN SEVEN DRIVERS IN USA DOES NOT HAVE CAR INSURANCE:  A group says 13.8% or 1 in 7 motorists drive while uninsured.  Drivers with insurance pay a higher premium for uninsured motorist coverage in their policies.  This protects them for personal injuries in a crash caused by an uninsured motorist.  Insured drivers paid $10.8 billion in 2007 for motorists with no insurance.  Some uninsured drivers can't pay for insurance because of the hard times or unaffordable premiums, particularly drivers with a poor driving history.  Tracking down violators is not easy so some uninsured drivers opt to take the chance and drive.  States, including NJ, need tougher laws with higher penalties for divers who drive while uninsured.   
STUN GUNS APPROVED BY NJ A.G.:  Attorney General Dow approved two kinds of stun guns for police use thus allowing wider use of non-lethal weapons. Police can use two Taser models, the X26, that fires a single shot, and the X2, that fires two shots.  Both models require a camera that records every time police fire a shot.  The cost is $2,500 per weapon, accessories, warranties, and training.  The high cost will limit the number of departments being able to afford the new weapons.  NJ is the last state to allow stun guns.  
POLICE OFFICER KILLED IN CRASH:  A Mount Arlington police officer died in a motor vehicle crash after being hit by a driver that was under the influence of a controlled dangerous substance.  Officer Joseph Wargo, 38, was on routine patrol driving east on Interstate 80 shortly after midnight.  Michael Cassella, 29, of Howell, was intoxicated and driving west on Route 80 at a high rate of speed when he lost control of his car, crossed the median, and slammed into Wargo's marked police car.  Our heartfelt condolences go out to The Mount Arlington Police Department and Officer Wargo’s family. 
As of November 15, 2011, there were 489 fatalities on NJ roads compared to 487 during the same period in 2010,   AN INCREASE OF 48 DEATHS.  
	COUNTY
	2011
	2010
	CHANGE
	COUNTY
	2011
	2010
	CHANGE

	Atlantic 
	37
	22
	+17
	Bergen 
	22
	32
	-06

	Burlington 
	41
	32
	+13
	Camden 
	37
	38
	-0-

	Cape May 
	09
	04
	
+05

	Cumberland 
	20
	21
	-0-

	Essex 
	45
	37
	+13
	Gloucester 
	19
	18
	+03

	Hudson 
	21
	19
	+02
	Hunterdon 
	09
	11
	-02

	Mercer 
	13
	15
	-02
	Middlesex 
	43
	31
	+13

	Monmouth 
	30
	42
	-05
	Morris 
	20
	21
	+02

	Ocean 
	38
	47
	-07
	Passaic 
	21
	16
	+08

	Salem 
	15
	12
	+04
	Somerset 
	14
	25
	-09

	Sussex 
	07
	10
	-01
	Union 
	15
	24
	-05

	Warren
	13
	10
	+05
	                                                                                          
	
	
	


Drivers, 296/243; Passengers, 85/87; Pedalcyclist, 12/11; Pedestrians, 96/100  Crashes, 452/419.
MASSACHUSETTS APPROVES CHARGING INNOCENT MOTORISTS:  Massachusetts can charge drivers whether or not they committed the alleged offense.  A state Supreme Court ruling said drivers must pay fees even when found completely innocent.  The high court saw no injustice in collecting $70 from a motorist after he successfully fought a $100 ticket for failure to stay within a marked lane.  Drivers given tickets for moving violations have twenty days either to pay or make a non-refundable $20 payment to appeal.  After the challenge, the motorist can appeal with a non-refundable payment of $50 to a district court judge.  The motorists said the state forced payment of "fees" does not apply on other types of violations, including drug possession.  He argued this was a violation of the Constitution's Equal Protection clause, but the high court justices found the charge of the extra filing fees is reasonable.  
STOP STATES FROM SELLING OR LEASING ROADS:  Illinois Senator Durbin wants to stop states and cities from selling America's highways to private companies by introducing the Protecting Taxpayers in Transportation Asset Transfers Act.  This will stop government officials from selling roads to meet short-term budget needs.  He claims this makes motorist’s pay far more in the end for tolls and other fees.  He said, "The federal government provides states and local governments billions of dollars to build, maintain and improve transportation projects around the country.  The last transportation bill alone provided states with an average of $48 billion per year for upgrades to roads, bridges, and mass transit systems.  Any deal to sell or lease these assets should be closely examined and include a return on the federal taxpayer investment."
TWO TALES OF TOLL CHEATERS:  In an attempt to avoid paying the $65 toll to cross the George Washington Bridge, a Virginia truck driver used a cable in his truck cab to flip up the front license plate while going through the E-ZPass lane and bent his rear plate so cameras couldn’t read them.  A Port Authority officer saw the plate drop back in place and ordered the driver to pull over, but he didn’t stop.  Other police officers forced him to stop before he could cross the bridge.  They arrested him and impounded the truck.  Motorists on the Garden State Parkway using the exact-change lanes to avoid paying the toll now must toss in the toll or pay a $50.00 fine.  The 84 exact-change lanes now use video cameras to catch toll cheats. Parkway officials say last year, $4 million in revenue was lost to exact-change lane violators.  Now they use E-ZPass lanes with video cameras for exact-change lanes.  E-ZPass customers mistakenly driving in an exact-change lane will get a violation notice.  They can send in their account number, pay the toll, and avoid the $50 administrative fee.  Lanes where motorists used envelopes to mail their payment are gone and instead authorities said motorists should, “keep a roll of quarters or dimes in the car.”

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT AT PEDESTRIAN KNOCKDOWNS:  Each police department should develop a comprehensive pedestrian safety program that promotes pedestrian safety, and educates drivers to share the road safely with pedestrians.  Drivers must STOP to pedestrians entering or using a crosswalk in their travel path.  They should not let their vehicle block a crosswalk, stop for pedestrians if their traffic signal is red or yellow, and never pass a vehicle stopped or slowing for a pedestrian crossing a street.
ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SAFETY BELTS AND BULLETPROOF VEST
NEXT MEETING: NOVEMBER 2, 2011 – BRIDGEWATER ELKS LODGE, SOMERVILLE, NJ
