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Next Regular Business Meeting:  WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2009 – BEGINNING AT 10:00 A.M. at the Somerville Elks Lodge, Route 28 (Union Avenue) Bridgewater, NJ.  The election of officers for the 2010-2012 terms takes place at this meeting.  We will honor two people in the private sector of traffic safety.  This is a new Association award named after Matthew J. Derham who was instrumental in the formation and continuation of the NJPTOA.  Additionally, there will be many free prizes given away to help jump start the spirit of Christmas.  
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  As of November 16, 2009 there were 136 pedestrian fatalities (27% of the total crashes) on NJ roadways compared to 114 (21%) during the same period last year.  The upcoming holidays will bring out distracted shoppers, drivers using cell phones to make calls or text messages, speeders, and drunken drivers. Each can have a direct adverse effect on the other users of the road, particularly pedestrians.  Thanks to our Association the proposal to require handicapped people to exit their vehicle will no longer be considered by the Law Revision Committee.  Please make a special effort to attend our next meeting and help show our appreciation to the honorees of the Matthew J. Derham Excellence in Traffic Safety Award.  Also note that we are bringing back the tradition of giving away prizes at the meeting.  All in all this meeting is one you surely do not want to miss.  You can honor the people in law enforcement, living and dead, by placing a blue light in the front window of your house and keeping it on for at least the holiday season or all year if you are so inclined.  On behalf of the Board of Officers I wish our members and their families a bountiful, cheerful and safe holiday season.  Stay safe, Bill.       
LAW ENFORCEMENT CHALLENGE:  The Law Enforcement Challenge is a competition among law enforcement agencies engaging in traffic safety by assessing their efforts and effectiveness in the areas of occupant protection, impaired driving, and speeding.  The contest and judging is done by evaluating agencies of similar size so there is no unfair competition. Each agency submits an application and the judging is done by a panel of experienced traffic law enforcement officers.  The winning departments receive prizes at an award luncheon where the traffic officer and chief are invited.  Please consider entering the program in 2010.  It’s a good way to demonstrate to your department, governing body, and community the work that you do in traffic safety.  This also is an excellent “self evaluator” so you can see the areas where you can make some improvement.  Applications and more information can be obtained by visiting njsacop.com, type in law enforcement challenge in the search box, click on Traffic Safety- NHTSA, and scroll down to Law Enforcement Challenge.  
HOLIDAY SEASON:  This year the Holiday Season begins on Nov 29, 2009 and ends on Jan 3, 2010.  It is the time of the year when we are likely to see drinking drivers and holiday shoppers on our roadways.  Begin now to plan your prevention programs to achieve a significant reduction in traffic crashes, fatalities, and injuries during this crucial period. Your safety components should include strategies to cover occupant protection, drunken driving detection, speed enforcement, following too close, and traffic signal violations.  Probably one of the most difficult tasks for a police officer is to have to notify someone that a loved one died in a crash, particularly during the holiday period.  Keeping roadway users safe so everyone can enjoy the holidays largely depends on the job we do in traffic law enforcement.        
PROJECT BLUE LIGHT:  The “Blue Light” project honors law enforcement officers, killed in the line of duty and those on active duty, by displaying a blue light in one or more house windows, especially during the holiday season. The tradition began in 1989 by Dolly Craig whose son in law was killed in the line of duty.  Keep the “spirit” of the program going by lighting up a blue light and tell others to do the same. 
Resident temporary registration tags are now valid for 30 days instead of 20 days. Non-resident temp tags are still 20 days.  Any questions contact Robert.mehl@dot.state.us.  His office phone number is 609-984-1122.
As of November 16, 2009 there were 512 fatalities recorded on NJ roads compared to 520 during the same period in 2008, A DECREASE OF 8 DEATHS.  

	COUNTY
	2009
	2008
	CHANGE
	COUNTY
	2009
	2008
	CHANGE

	Atlantic 
	33
	27
	+06
	Bergen 
	21
	21
	-0-

	Burlington 
	45
	43
	+02
	Camden 
	33
	39
	-06

	Cape May 
	06
	10
	-04
	Cumberland 
	25
	22
	+03

	Essex 
	38
	42
	-04
	Gloucester 
	18
	29
	-11

	Hudson 
	29
	25
	+04
	Hunterdon 
	06
	11
	-05

	Mercer 
	24
	20
	+04
	Middlesex 
	37
	40
	-03

	Monmouth 
	33
	38
	-05
	Morris 
	17
	22
	-05

	Ocean 
	56
	31
	+25
	Passaic 
	22
	23
	+01

	Salem 
	12
	12
	-0-
	Somerset 
	13
	13
	-0-

	Sussex 
	07
	14
	-07
	Union 
	39
	32
	+07

	Warren
	07
	06
	+01
	 
	
	
	


Driver Deaths, 278/289; Passengers, 84/97; Pedalcyclist, 14/20; Pedestrians, 136/114. Total of 486/488 Crashes with 512/520 Deaths.
MOTORCYCLE FATALITIES:  Motorcycles in fatal crashes in the U.S. had the highest proportion of collisions with fixed objects (25.2 percent), and large trucks in fatal crashes had the lowest proportion (3.5 percent). In NJ, as of November 16, 2009, there were 63 fatal crashes involving motorcycles with 60 drivers and 4 passengers killed. Ages of deceased motorcycle drivers: 17-29 = 4; 21-30 =13; 31-40 =17; over 40 =26.  During the same period in 2008 there were 76 motorcycle drivers and 4 motorcycle passengers.  At this point we do not have a breakdown in the type of motorcycle crashes.
2010 CENSUS CAUTION:   The U.S. Census is in process and citizens must be cautious about giving information to fraudulent people.  Census workers count people in each household gathering information on name, age, gender, race, and other relevant data. They wear a badge, a handheld device, a Census Bureau canvas bag, a confidentiality notice, and they do not request to enter a person’s home or ask for donations.  People should not give their Social Security number, credit card or banking information to anyone, even if they claim they need it for the Census. Workers contact people by telephone, mail, or in person but do not contact by e-mail.  For more information visit http://www.bbb.org 

2010 CRASH COURSES:  The 2010 Crash Course schedule, sponsored by the AAA Clubs of NJ and the NJDHTS, is posted on our website, NJPTOA.ORG, under the training link.  Register by calling the number listed in the geographical area where you would like to attend.  Courses are FREE!  
NHTSA SAYS ALCOHOL FATALITIES DECLINING:  Driver deaths with BACs at or above 0.08% declined from 49% in 1982 to 33% in 1994, a 32% decline.  Since 1994 about one-third of the driver fatalities had BACs of 0.08% or above. Of the road users killed in 2008, drivers of large trucks had the lowest BACs at or above 0.08% (4%), pedestrians ages 16 and older had the highest proportion (38%). Alcohol is a major factor in motorcyclist deaths with 30% of fatalities having BACs of 0.08% or higher in 2008. Between 2007 and 2008, deaths among passenger vehicle drivers with BACs at or above 0.08% declined by 10%, consistent with the overall 11% decline in passenger vehicle driver deaths during 2008.

RECORD LOW FATALITIES START 2009:  NHTSA reports that traffic deaths on U.S. roads reached a record low in the first half of 2009.  Estimates show 16,626 people died in crashes between January and June, a 7% decline from 17,871 for the same period in 2008. This also shows a fatality rate of 1.15 deaths per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, down from 1.23 deaths during the same period in 2008.

MORE ON RED LIGHT CAMERAS:   Lawmakers all over the Nation are reconsidering, and some are eliminating, the use of red light cameras.  Most concerns are the safety issues versus revenue producing.  Some municipalities earned millions in revenue from issuing right turn on red tickets with cameras. According to US Department of Transportation data very few crashes are ever caused by drivers making right hand turns on red after stopping.  Municipalities also are realizing that most red light violator issues can be corrected by merely increasing the yellow timing.
ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SAFETY BELTS AND BULLETPROOF VEST 
NEXT MEETING: DECEMBER 2, 2009, SOMERVILLE ELKS LODGE BRIDGEWATER, NJ 
