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            OUR 38th YEAR
Chief William Cicchetti, President                                                                   T   Tony Parenti, Executive Director, Editor                   Sgt. Richard Maxwell, Vice-President                                                                   Mark Wilson, Operations Secretary

N.J.P.T.O A. – P.0.  Box 664, Voorhees, NJ 08043 - 856-220-1433 - NJPTOA.ORG -- NJPTOA@HOTMAIL.COM
NEXT REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING:  WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2011 beginning at 10:00 A.M. at the Somerville Elks Lodge, Route 28 (Union Avenue) Bridgewater, NJ. Traditionally we reserve our December meeting to honor NJPTOA officers who retired or had to give up their position due to department shortages or transfers.  As usual, we will be giving out gifts – some very good and some not so bad.
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  I can hardly realize that six years have passed since I first appeared before you as president.  I was fully aware then of the tremendous responsibility that goes with the office.  I expressed complete confidence with the administration before me and that I would fully measure up to our high standards.  I based that confidence upon the assistance I was certain would come from the past president, the board of officers, the committees and above all from the membership.  Even though the intervening years were full and sometimes difficult, I enjoyed being your president and I am grateful for the friends I have made along the way.  I am particularly indebted to the loyal body of members who have worked so faithfully with me.  Their confidence and support made my task easier because of their active and enthusiastic commitment.  I am very grateful for many of you that willingly accepted difficult committee assignments.  I know and appreciate that oftentimes you have taken your time to render services to the Association at great personal sacrifice and sometimes even financial loss.  I trust you will give my successor that same degree of cooperation you have given me.  You are a grand group and to each of you I owe my gratitude and respect.  God bless you and I will be around to offer assistance to my successor and the Association in my new role as Immediate Past President.  Best Christmas wishes to you and your families and please Stay Safe, Bill.
DISPLAY BLUE LIGHT FOR OUR FALLEN HEROES:  Remember to display a blue light in a window or outside your house during the Christmas Holiday Season that begins Thanksgiving and ends on New Year’s Day.  The blue light memorializes our fallen officers who made the ultimate sacrifice in line of duty deaths.   
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REGARDLESS OF HORSE-POWER - DON’T DRINK & DRIVE:  A 17-year-old Amish Boy, driving a horse and buggy, and with an open can of beer, led police on a short chase.  After they stopped him he was “confrontational.”  His intoxicated condition and attitude led police to arrest him for resisting arrest, unlawful possession of alcohol because he was under 21, and for having insufficient taillights.  Just goes to show that even with only one horsepower, you are a loser if you drink and drive.  
NTSB RECOMMENDS BAN OF CELL PHONE USE BY TRUCK DRIVERS:  The National Transportation Safety Board recommends that truck drivers and other commercial drivers should be banned from talking on the phone or text messaging while they are driving.  The recommendation came during a hearing on a truck driver talking on his cell phone that caused a crash that killed 11 people in Kentucky in 2010. 

HOW FAR WILL CAMERA USE GO?  Speed and red light cameras are in common use in the USA.  Now there is a move to install cameras at STOP Signs and to monitor Parking Meter Violations.  The newest addition in the camera business is to scan the tires of passing cars and mail tickets if the depth of the tire tread is deficient by a fraction of an inch.  Although not currently deployed in the U.S., a German company is promoting this system to state and local governments looking for a way out of tight budget situations.  They contend about four crashes occur daily as the result of smooth or defective tires. They use a combination of a laser and high-speed camera capable of taking measurements at 430 million points on a tire each second. As the tire moves, the distance between the camera and the object changes allowing the system to create a three-dimensional profile of the tire.  The software can calculate not just the depth of the tread, but also if the tire design is for summer or winter use.  What’s next?  New York is experimenting with installing Electronic Vehicle Detection Devices in the pavement in no parking areas.  If a vehicle parks in the area it will show up on a monitor and an enforcement officer will rush out and put a ticket on the windshield!  Maybe the “robot cops” are not as far off as we think!  
As of November 15, 2011 there were 536 fatalities on NJ roads compared to 487 during the same period in 2010,   AN INCREASE OF 49 DEATHS.  
	COUNTY
	2011
	2010
	CHANGE
	COUNTY
	2011
	2010
	CHANGE

	Atlantic 
	45
	22
	+23
	Bergen 
	27
	32
	-05

	Burlington 
	42
	32
	+10
	Camden 
	37
	38
	-01

	Cape May 
	09
	04
	
+05

	Cumberland 
	20
	21
	-01

	Essex 
	49
	37
	+12
	Gloucester 
	19
	18
	-01

	Hudson 
	22
	19
	+03
	Hunterdon 
	10
	11
	-01

	Mercer 
	15
	15
	-0-
	Middlesex 
	46
	31
	+15

	Monmouth 
	31
	42
	-11
	Morris 
	21
	21
	-0-

	Ocean 
	45
	47
	-02
	Passaic 
	26
	16
	+10

	Salem 
	15
	12
	+03
	Somerset 
	16
	25
	-09

	Sussex 
	07
	10
	-03
	Union 
	20
	24
	-04

	Warren
	14
	10
	+04
	                                                                                          
	
	
	


Drivers, 316/270; Passengers, 91/92; Pedalcyclist, 14/11; Pedestrians, 115/114.  Crashes, 498/463
NINE YEAR OLD GIRL DRIVES HER DRUNK FATHER:  Police in a Detroit-area said a man had his 9-year-old daughter drive him to the store because he had been drinking.  A gas station surveillance video shows him telling a clerk that his daughter was his "designated driver."  Police said the girl was sitting behind the wheel in a child's booster seat when an officer stopped her.  She was surprised when police pulled her over saying, "What did you stop me for? I was driving good."  Someone called police after spotting them at the gas station.  The caller watched the girl get in the driver's seat and drive onto the road.  She drove a couple miles before police pulled her over and she told them that her father had been drinking whiskey all night.  The father said he was “teaching his daughter to drive,” was arrested, and refused a breath-test, 
CROSSING GUARDS TO DO PARKING ENFORCEMENT:  The City of Orange, NJ is training its crossing guards as parking enforcement officers.  A contingent of guards will be issuing summonses for parking by a fire hydrant, parking meter violations, and other nonmoving violations.  The Mayor of Orange said crossing guards are often retirees who can work short hours nearly always split between morning and afternoon.  He emphasized that crossing children at the designated times would remain the priority.  Orange expects the guards will bring another $100,000 a year in parking fines.  

NEW SIGNS FOR PARKWAY & TURNPIKE:  NJ will spend $32 million to replace signs alerting motorists of traffic problems on the Garden State Parkway and NJ Turnpike.  The red neon turnpike signs are 1950s vintage and the dot matrix parkway signs are 1990s vintage.  Both types have limitations in the information they can display.   The new signs will provide more information with improved color graphics and help motorists decide to take an alternate route if there's a traffic tie-up ahead.  The new signs are currently on the Parkway North before the Asbury Park toll plaza and on the Turnpike South near Interchange 12.  
OFFICER SAFETY AT RR CROSSINGS:  In light of recent tragic events at RR crossings, the
New Jersey Transit Police Department reminds all state and local law enforcement officers 
of the following safety reminder: Officers SHOULD NOT direct traffic from or on a grade crossing and
and NOT allow motor vehicles to stop on a grade crossing at any time.  Always 
remember trains can approach from any direction, on any track, at any time.  If the need 
arises for any law enforcement officer to enter the tracks for any reason, they should contact the New Jersey Transit Police Department Central Communications Center at (973) 378-6565.                                                                                                  
THINGS TO THINK ABOUT AT PEDESTRIAN KNOCKDOWNS:  Laws for Pedestrians: Use a crosswalk if available.  At crosswalks with pedestrian signals, push the button on the pole and wait for the WALK signal. Intersections without push buttons automatically give WALK signals.  With display of the WALK signal, you can begin crossing. When DON’T WALK lights up, do not begin to cross; if you are already in the crosswalk, continue to cross to the other side.  Before crossing, stop at the curb and look left and right for traffic.
TIMOTHY FRANCO ELECTED PRESIDENT OF NJPTOA FOR 2012 & 2013:  Timothy Franco, Fairfield Police Department, will take over as President of the NJPTOA beginning with “new business” at the December 7, 2011 meeting.  Tim has been active in the Association, serving as Regional 1 Representative.  There will be more on the elections in our January newsletter.     
ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SAFETY BELTS AND BULLETPROOF VEST
NEXT MEETING: DECEMBER 7, 2011 – BRIDGEWATER ELKS LODGE, SOMERVILLE, NJ
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