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Next Regular Business Meeting:  WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2010 – BEGINNING AT 10:00 A.M. at the Somerville Elks Lodge, Route 28 (Union Avenue) Bridgewater, NJ.  
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  There still seems to be some confusion about the law requiring motorists to remove ice and snow from their vehicles.  The current law says motorists who fail to remove ice and snow from their vehicle, and it dislodges and causes property damage or injury to others, can be fined $200 to $1,000.  Under this law police do not have cause to stop vehicles with snow or ice on the hood or roof unless either is causing a driver sight restriction.  In October 2009 the law was amended and will require motorists to make all reasonable efforts to remove snow and ice from all exposed surfaces prior to operation.  The new law will allow police to stop vehicles operating with snow or ice buildup.  But, it does not take effect until October 20, 2010.  I also would like to remind officers that  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1during inclement weather, when State operations are curtailed, some employees, due to the critical nature of their duties, must report for work. They are deemed “essential employees” and are authorized to travel to work.  They have a sticker affixed to the back of their official vehicle that states “The bearer of this I.D. has been designated by the State of New Jersey as an essential employee of the State.” Individuals bearing such identification should be allowed to travel even when travel is otherwise unauthorized.  Remember NJ statutes require School Crossing Guards to be re-appointed every year. This is usually done at the municipal reorganization meeting.  Stay Safe, Bill.
RADAR TUNING FORKS:  NJ Weights & Measures will test and certify Radar Tuning Forks at our February 3, 2010 meeting for departments A through M and at the March meeting for departments N through Z.  Sort tuning forks by miles per hour and in banded bundles.  List each fork on the Weights & Measures invoice (get a copy at njptoa.org, forms link) including miles per hour, serial number, and have your department’s purchase order entirely filled out including the mailing address section along with a copy of the Weights & Measures invoice.  There is a charge of $10.00 per fork.  
MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR 2010 PAYABLE NOW:  The yearly dues per department are still only $35.00. We do not bill individual members; the department is the billing entity. Bills are available at njptoa.org, listed under forms.  Please process your voucher, purchase order, or write the check as quickly as possible.  Use our new address, NJPTOA, P.O. box 664 Voorhees, NJ  08043.   
LAW ENFORCEMENT CHALLENGE:  This is a competition among police traffic safety units assessing their efforts and effectiveness in occupant protection, impaired driving, and speeding.  The Judges are experienced traffic law enforcement officers and evaluate agencies of similar size so there is no unfair competition. Get more information by visiting njsacop.com, type Law Enforcement Challenge in the search box, click on Traffic Safety-NHTSA, and scroll down to Law Enforcement Challenge.  
MEETING CANCELLATION:  We try not to cancel business meetings but sometimes the weatherman doesn’t cooperate.  If we cancel a meeting due to bad weather or otherwise, the cancellation notice will be on our website – njptoa.org.  
QUESTIONS FOR M.V.C.:  If anyone has a question or other matters to address with NJMVC, please e-mail the request to john.sparano@dot.state.nj.us. This will give him time to check with the appropriate bureau at MVC and either bring that person that to our next meeting or provide the answer himself. 
 For the latest information on what is going on in Traffic Safety, including training, court cases, new laws, etc., go to njptoa.org.  See what is in each link by placing the cursor over the link, you’ll see the con tents in a drop down menu, click on the topic you want.  
READ IT ON OUR WEBSITE: 
As of January 14, 2010 there were 14 fatalities on NJ roads compared to 19 during the same period in 2009, A DECREASE OF 5 DEATHS.  

	COUNTY
	2010
	2009
	CHANGE
	COUNTY
	2010
	2009
	CHANGE

	Atlantic 
	01
	01
	-0-
	Bergen 
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-

	Burlington 
	01
	02
	-01
	Camden 
	02
	02
	-0-

	Cape May 
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	Cumberland 
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-

	Essex 
	01
	01
	-0-
	Gloucester 
	01
	01
	-0-

	Hudson 
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	Hunterdon 
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-

	Mercer 
	-0-
	01
	-01
	Middlesex 
	-0-
	01
	-01

	Monmouth 
	01
	-0-
	+01
	Morris 
	01
	-0-
	+01

	Ocean 
	03
	01
	+02
	Passaic 
	-0-
	01
	-01

	Salem 
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	Somerset 
	01
	01
	-0-

	Sussex 
	01
	01
	-0-
	Union 
	01
	06
	-05

	Warren
	01
	01
	-0-
	 
	
	
	


Driver Deaths, 10/05; Passengers, 02/03; Pedalcyclist, 00/00; Pedestrians, 02/19. Total of 14/18Crashes with 14/19 Deaths.  There were no motorcycle crashes or deaths reported.  
PEDESTRIAN FATALITIES:  President Cicchetti set reducing Pedestrian Deaths in 2010 as a goal for our Association.  The following is an F.Y.I. showing fatalities in 2008/2009.  By County: Atlantic 6/12 - Bergen 7/12 - Burlington 12/7 - Camden 15/9 - Cape May 0/1 - Cumberland 2/1 - Essex 14/21 - Gloucester 5/3 - Hudson 6/12 - Hunterdon 3/2 - Mercer  4/7 - Middlesex 8/18 - Monmouth 7/11 - Morris 6/6 – Ocean 10/15 - Passaic 11/5 - Salem 0/1 - Somerset 5/1 - Sussex 0/0 - Union 16/14 - Warren 1/2. Total -138/157.  By Month:  January 14/24, February 13/15, March 7/11, April 11/11, May 10/13, June 8/7, July 14/13, August 5/13, September 9/8, October 16/14, November 11/13, December 20/15.  By Percent:  2008 Fatal - 590, Pedestrian -138, 23.3%.  2009 - Fatal 587; Pedestrian -157, 26.7%.
CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR FATALITIES 2008-2009:  There were 2 roadway fatalities during the Christmas holiday weekend in 2009, 1 Pedestrian and 1 Driver, compared to 5 deaths in 2008, 2 Pedestrians, 1 Driver, and 1 Passenger.  The 2009 New Year weekend had 8 fatalities, 6 pedestrians, 1 SUV driver, and 1 Passenger.  There were no fatalities reported for the 2010 New Year weekend. 
INTERESTING STUDY ON CAMERAS:  The Virginia D.O.T. performed a comprehensive survey of the impact of red light cameras on safety by using 7 - years of data before and after cameras were installed.   They tried to present cameras in a positive light but the results show crashes and injuries increased where the cameras were used.  The study suggests cameras are associated with an increase in all six crash types, rear-end, angle, and red light running in particular. This angered insurance companies because the study conflicts with their “studies” and “predictions.” The insurance industry has a financial interest in photo enforcement that nets them hundreds of millions of dollars yearly in surcharges. 
REMINDER:  Use www.state.nj.us/transportation/refdata/accident/policeprotocol.shtm  to make fatal crash notifications to NJDOT. 
REAR SEAT PASSENGERS MUST BUCKLE UP:  Assembly Bill 870 was signed into law and takes effect immediately.  The law requires all rear seat passengers, 18 years of age or older, of a passenger automobile, van, pick-up truck, or utility vehicle to wear a properly adjusted and fastened safety belt system. The new law is enforceable under 39:3-76.2f).1 and is treated as a secondary offense meaning a summons can only be issued when the driver of the vehicle has been detained for a violation of Title 39 of the Revised Statutes or other law. 
“Ricci’s Law” also was signed into law and is effective immediately.  The law makes first offenders and people convicted of a BAC refusal subject to the Ignition Interlock Device statute (N.J.S.A. 39:4-50.16) that permits a judge to order use of an interlock device or suspension of the defendant’s registration. The device on vehicles principally driven by the offender is mandatory for violations for refusal statute (N.J.S.A. 39:4-50.4a) and for offenders with a blood alcohol level of 0.15% or greater.
RESERVE MAY 18, 2010 FOR THE POLICE MEMORIAL SERVICE IN OCEAN GROVE  
RESERVE JUNE 23 FOR OUR MEETING AT THE POLICE/ SECURITY EXPO IN ATLANTIC CITY

ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SAFETY BELTS AND BULLETPROOF VEST 
NEXT MEETING: FEBRUARY 3, 2010, SOMERVILLE ELKS LODGE BRIDGEWATER, NJ
