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Next Regular Business Meeting:  WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7,  2010 – BEGINNING AT 10:00 A.M. at the Somerville Elks Lodge, Route 28 (Union Avenue) Bridgewater, NJ. RDR Mobility will demonstrate Mobile Digital Video Recorder (MDVR) that offers unique streaming solutions over standard wireless data networks. They are giving away a micro DVR “body unit, and host the meeting.  For additional information or to schedule an onsite demo, contact MDVR@rdrmobility.com or call Ray Schenk @ 908-361-9694. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:   Things are looking good so far this year with reductions in traffic fatalities.  As of March 14, 2001 there were 76 fatalities compared to 117 during the same time last year.  Pedestrian deaths also are down 24 this year compared to 45 last year.  Let’s keep this good record going and hopefully the deaths will go below 500 this year.  Enforcement is still one of the key factors in roadway crashes, injuries and death and we are the enforcers.  There are many training opportunities for traffic officers that you should consider.  The latest courses being offered can be found at our website njptoa.org.  I also would like to encourage our members to participate in the Law Enforcement Challenge contest.  This is a good way to self evaluate your department’s effectiveness.  Stay safe – Bill.   
LAW ENFORCEMENT CHALLENGE:  This is a competition assesses traffic safety units and their effectiveness in occupant protection, impaired driving, and speeding.  To get more information visit njsacop.com, put Law Enforcement Challenge in the search box, then Traffic Safety-NHTSA, and scroll down to Law Enforcement Challenge. 
CHANGES TO GRADUATED LICENSING LAW:  Teens 16-20 years of age holding a permit or provisional license under the GDL law will change on May 1, 2010.  Thereafter they cannot be on the road between 11:01 p.m. and 5 a.m., can only transport one passenger besides his/her dependents.  If a parent or guardian is in the vehicle the passenger restriction is waived and the teen can transport as many passengers as there are seat belts.  They cannot use a cell phone (hand-held or hands-free), i-pod or other wireless devices (GPS, portable or built-in, and i-pods connected to a vehicle's sound system are permitted, but teen cannot make any adjustments while driving. All vehicle occupants must be properly restrained in child safety seats or seat belts and teens must display a decal on the front and rear license plate. They cannot plea bargain any point carrying offenses and there’s NO grandfathering.  Regardless of how much time a GDL holder has remaining on their permit or provisional license, they must abide by these requirements beginning May 1.

 Cooperative Vehicle Infrastructure Systems represents a world in which cars will send or receive information about speed, direction, etc. with other cars including roadway infrastructure such as traffic lights, bridges, curves, road signage.  The project produces enormous benefits from increased road network capacity to lower vehicle costs.  CVIS is advancing on a broad front, ranging from a common language to communicate to research antennas, road surface sensors and cooperative communications between vehicles.  
FUTURE DRIVERS COMMUNICATE WITH OTHER DRIVERS ON ITS WAY? 
NEW LEADERS FOR NJ M.V.C. & NJ D.O.T.:  Governor Christie appointed Raymond Martinez for Chief Administrator of the Motor Vehicle Commission. Mr Martinez was a former Commissioner for the New York State Department of Motor Vehicles and currently resides in Middletown, NJ.  The Governor also selected James Simpson to be Commissioner of NJDOT. He chairs Spartan Solutions and developed Victory Worldwide Transportation. He was the senior advisor to the U.S. secretary of transportation and a commissioner of the NY State M.T. A. for 10 years.
CHECK OUR WEBSITE NJPTOA.COM FOR THE E-TICKET VENDOR LIST
As of March 12, 2010 there were 76 fatalities on NJ roads compared to 117 during the same period in 2009, A DECREASE OF 41 DEATHS.  

	COUNTY
	2010
	2009
	CHANGE
	COUNTY
	2010
	2009
	CHANGE

	Atlantic 
	01
	07
	-06
	Bergen 
	04
	03
	+01

	Burlington 
	03
	09
	-06
	Camden 
	05
	06
	-01

	Cape May 
	01
	02
	-01
	Cumberland 
	03
	04
	-01

	Essex 
	04
	12
	-08
	Gloucester 
	04
	07
	-03

	Hudson 
	06
	07
	-01
	Hunterdon 
	-0-
	01
	+01

	Mercer 
	01
	04
	-03
	Middlesex 
	07
	10
	-03

	Monmouth 
	05
	09
	-04
	Morris 
	05
	01
	+04

	Ocean 
	06
	09
	-03
	Passaic 
	05
	04
	+01

	Salem 
	01
	01
	-0-
	Somerset 
	05
	05
	-0-

	Sussex 
	00
	02
	-02
	Union 
	06
	13
	-07

	Warren
	03
	04
	-01
	 
	
	
	


Driver Deaths: 8/55; Passengers: 13/20; Pedalcyclist: 01/00; Pedestrians: 24/45. Total of 72/117 crashes with 76/120 Deaths.  First number represents 2010, second number is 2009.
EXTENDED YELLOW AT TRAFFIC SIGNALS:   Loma Linda, California dumped red light cameras after extending yellow light timing that reduced straight through violations by 92 %.  Left-turn violations fell 80 to 85 % from 240 monthly to about 25 or 30 a month after the change. Officials said, “We could have had that safety by lengthening the yellow four years ago instead of installing red light cameras."

SOME STUFF FROM OUR MEETINGS:  A new pedestrian safety law “Stop for Pedestrians in Crosswalk” (Not at Curb, replaces Yield to Pedestrian’s law, and takes effect April 1, 2010.  Prisoners need to be seat belted when transported by police.  Ricci’s Law for ignition interlock systems is now law.  GDL license plate markers are red color and will be available in May 2010. Stickers will cost $4 for a pair.  Twenty % of police departments are not turning in the required NJTR-1 to DOT.  Reports should be sent to DOT on a weekly basis.  DOT is missing about 30 fatal crash reports for 2009 from departments that did not send in fatal reports.  A new law allows municipalities to establish parking distances from stop signs but rules need to be established by DOT before it becomes effective.  Police Officers should set example by not talking on a cell phone or texting while driving. The Predatory Towing Act became effective on January 19, 2010 and regulates tows from private property with tows initiated by law enforcement without the prior consent of the vehicle’s owner or operator. 

TOYOT RECALL INFORMATION:  The owner of the vehicle can file a complaint by completing a form on the web site (see link below) if he/she feels the car is defective.  If the police in their investigation feel there was a defect, they can send the information to NHTSA's regional office and they will get it to the defects investigators: National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 222 Mamaroneck Avenue, White Plains, New York 10605.  http://www-odi.nhtsa.dot.gov/ivoq/index.cfm 

MEMBERSHIP PAYMENT FOR 2010 NOW DUE:  The amount is still $35.00 per department.  Bills are available at njptoa.org listed under forms.  Please use our new address, NJPTOA, P.O. Box 664 Voorhees, NJ  08043, on purchase orders or vouchers.   

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT AT PEDESTRIAN KNOCKDOWNS: Does your municipality regulate blind corners?  Determine a blind corner by projecting the corner curb lines into the intersection and place a marker where the 2 lines meet.  Use a 25 foot tape, or string measuring 25 feet.  Hold one end at the marker and swing the other end in an arc from curb to curb.  Anything within that 25 foot radius cannot be more than 2-1/2 feet high.  Blind corners are regulated by municipal ordinance so check before taking action.  If your municipality does not control blind corners you may want to consider passing a regulation. 
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGAN MARCH14, 2010 -- APRIL IS WORK ZONE SAFETY MONTH

RESERVE MAY 18, 2010 FOR THE POLICE MEMORIAL SERVICE IN OCEAN GROVE  

RESERVE JUNE 23 FOR OUR MEETING AT THE POLICE/SECURITY EXPO IN ATLANTIC CITY

ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SAFETY BELTS AND BULLETPROOF VEST 
NEXT MEETING: APRIL 7, 2010, SOMERVILLE ELKS LODGE, BRIDGEWATER, NJ
