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Next Regular Business Meeting:  WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1, 2009, 10:00 AM, at the Somerville Elks Lodge, Route 28 (Union Avenue) Bridgewater, NJ.  Breakfast and Lunch will be provided by NJDHTS.
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  One of the many things I like about being a law enforcement officer is how we all come together when any of us are in need.  Elsewhere in this newsletter you’ll see something about one of our brothers who faces expensive treatment for Leukemia.  Please help by joining in on the motorcycle ride or by making a donation.  Now that spring is here we’ll be seeing changes in traffic patterns and we’ll also see construction workers patching up the road damage caused by the harsh winter.  When dealing with vehicular traffic the workers rely on police officers to provide for their safety.  Remember that personal safety begins with everyone in the work environment, police and workers, wearing the proper reflective vests; day or nighttime.  I would also like to remind you of our annual meeting coming up on April 1, 2009.  This year we celebrate our 35th anniversary.  Aside from assembling with others in traffic safety, we will present awards to Association members who served above and beyond.  I would like to see a good turnout for this special event so please make a special effort to attend and bring along a quest or two.  Stay safe, Bill.
MVC MAY RAISE FEES:  The NJ Motor Vehicle Commission is considering raising fees that would raise $40 million to $60 million a year.  MVC says the fee increases are necessary to recover costs for doing the required work involved in performing the transactions.  In the past some of other fees collected by MVC were applied to offset the costs associated with the current proposed increases.  The MVC can only increase fees once a year but when they raise a particular fee it cannot be raised again for another 5 years and they cannot charge more for a service than the cost to provide it.  State law requires that the monetary increases go back to the MVC to fend off their anticipated $27 million deficit. One of the fee increases is for motorcycle registrations that will soar from $31 to $65 a year.  MVC says its actual cost to process a motorcycle registration is $70.17 per transaction.  According to the Commission this would be the first increase for motorcycle registrations in 40 years.  Some other fee increases include: Copies of driver abstracts will go from $4 to $15, attending a driver improvement program from $100 to $150, boat ownership registration from $20 - $30 to $60.00.  Anyone interested in making comments may send them to the MVC until April 18, 2009.       
BROTHER OFFICER NEEDS HELP:  Hillsborough Police Officer David Wilson has been hospitalized at New York Presbyterian Hospital, fighting Leukemia since November 2008. The Hillsborough PBA is sponsoring a Motorcycle Run and Picnic to help raise money for his extraordinary expenses.  The ride is on April 5, 2009, beginning at 10:30 a.m. at the Hillsborough Fire Company #2, Route 206, Hillsborough, NJ.  The escorted motorcycle run will travel through the southern portions of Somerset County and end with a day of picnic style enjoyment.   The registration fee is $20.00 per biker and $10.00 per passenger, and covers the cost of the ride, food, beverage and entertainment throughout the day. For further information or to send a donation contact the Hillsborough Police at http://www.hillsboroughpba.org or 908-369-4323.  
POLICE/SECURITY EXPO:  The Expo, sponsored by the NJ State Association of Chiefs of Police, is on June 23 and 24, 2009 at the Atlantic City Convention Center.  We will conduct a short meeting on Wednesday June 24 beginning at 10:00 a.m., room 308, with the usual prizes donated by vendors at the Expo.  This is a great event and usually draws a sizeable attendance.  You can speed up the registration process and avoid standing on long lines by registering in advance at http://www.police-security.com/registrationACNew.htm.  
ADDRESS TO MAIL FATAL AND NOT FATAL CRASH REPORTS AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE - NJPTOA.ORG.

As of March 18, 2009 there were 125 fatalities recorded on NJ roads compared to 132 during the same period in 2008, A DECREASE OF 7 DEATHS.  Note:  These are preliminary figures.  

	COUNTY 
	2009
	2008
	CHANGE
	COUNTY 
	2009
	2008
	CHANGE

	Atlantic 
	07
	08
	-01
	Bergen 
	03
	04
	-01

	Burlington 
	09
	09
	-0-
	Camden 
	03
	11
	-06

	Cape May 
	02
	01
	+01
	Cumberland 
	05
	03
	+02

	Essex 
	13
	08
	+05
	Gloucester 
	07
	06
	+01

	Hudson 
	07
	12
	-05
	Hunterdon 
	01
	01
	-0-

	Mercer 
	04
	07
	-03
	Middlesex 
	10
	05
	-05

	Monmouth 
	09
	10
	-01
	Morris 
	01
	07
	-06

	Ocean 
	10
	10
	-0-
	Passaic 
	05
	07
	-02

	Salem 
	01
	04
	-03
	Somerset 
	06
	03
	+03

	Sussex 
	03
	04
	-01
	Union 
	13
	11
	+02

	Warren
	04
	01
	+03
	 
	
	
	


Driver Deaths, 58. Passengers, 20. Pedalcyclist, 01. Pedestrians, 46 Motorcyclists, 5.  Motorcycle Passengers, 01. There were 125 Deaths in 122 Crashes.
MORE ON RED LIGHT CAMERAS:  A review of the US Department of Transportation statistics shows that an average motorist could drive a billion miles before being in a crash resulting from making a rolling stop at a right-turn-on-red signal. But don’t tell this to Schaumburg, Illinois where red light cameras generated more than $1 million from right-on-red summonses.  It’s even worse in Duncanville, Texas where last year the cameras snatched up 44,000 motorists and made $3.3 million.  The camera company defines a violation as passing the stop bar at any speed greater than 2 MPH.  The design of the monitored intersections forces motorists to pull into the crosswalk, past the stop bar, to see cross traffic before making their turn. That means, even when motorists fully stop before making the turn, they can be cited and mailed a summons.  Makes one wonder.  
FEDERAL STIMULUS MONEY COMING TO NJ:  NJ plans to spend $1.2 billion of the $17.4 billon it received from the Federal Stimulus Funds on the transportation network with the priority going to the state’s deteriorating 6,400 bridges.  Other money will go to building a second tunnel under the Hudson River, aid for the Amtrak Northeast Corridor, the highway system, seaports, and freight railroad projects.  We will hear more about these projects and other plans on how the state will spend the money in the near future.

BILL WOULD CHANGE SPECIALTY PLATES:  In an attempt to aid budget cuts the Assembly Transportation Committee approved a bill (A-3713) that would replace the production of specialty plates with decals of the requesting organization affixed to a generic Plate.  The state would continue to make the generic plate that costs about $88.00 to manufacture.  The decals would require the approval of the MVC.  The measure now goes to the full Assembly for a vote.
POLICE MEMORIAL SERVICE:  The NJ State Association of Chiefs of Police and other participating law enforcement agencies will conduct a Memorial Service to honor all law enforcement officers killed in the line of duty on Tuesday, May 19, 2009, beginning at 11:00 a.m. at The Great Auditorium, Ocean Grove, NJ.  Please make a special effort to attend and show respect to our fallen heroes and their families. 

NJSSC 25th ANNUAL SAFETY, HEALTH & WELLNESS EXPO:  The NJ State Safety Council’s Expo will be held at the Trumpp Plaza, Atlantic City, NJ on April 21, 22, 23, 2009.  For registration or further information contact the Council at 800-228-3834 or www.njsafety.org.
OFF ROADWAY CRASHES:  NHTSA says there are more than 1,700 fatalities and over 840,000 injuries annually involving motor vehicles not in traffic and off public highways.
DRIVE SAFE TODAY – BE ALIVE TOMORROW
ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SAFETY BELTS AND BULLETPROOF VEST
NEXT MEETING – APRIL 1, 2009, AT THE SOMERVILLE ELKS CLUB









