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NEXT REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING:  WEDNESDAY, MAY 5,  2010 – BEGINNING AT 10:00 A.M. at the Somerville Elks Lodge, Route 28 (Union Avenue) Bridgewater, NJ.  PROGRAM: Kevin McDonough will give a presentation on the Real Time Vehicle Insurance Verification System.   

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:   As part of our goal to reduce pedestrian fatalities in NJ we have been posting “things to think about at pedestrian knockdowns” on a regular basis in our newsletters.  Please consider these helpful suggestions and if the need arises you can check for past postings by visiting “previous newsletters” on our website njptoa.org.  Please remember that not all pedestrian knockdowns are the fault of the pedestrian or vehicle operator.  Oftentimes there are engineering or environmental contributing factors that should be considered and corrected if necessary.  Our suggestions will cover the entire range of causation factors.  Remember to either install or change the existing pedestrian crossing signs in your town so the message complies with the recent law change for vehicles to STOP for pedestrians within the crosswalk instead of only having to “YIELD” as in the former law.  Stay Safe – Bill.  

TRAFFIC OCCUPANT PROTECTION STRATEGIES (TOPS) TRAINING ANNOUNCEMENT:  This is a one day course (approximately 5 hours) with 2 opportunities now open.  Additional course offerings are planned. Class size limited to 30 persons for each date – there are no fees to attend the TOPS Training Program. Choose the class date that best fits your schedule.  Monday April 19, 2010, Hamilton, N.J. or Friday May 21, 2010, Hamilton, N.J. Sponsored by NHTSA NJ Division of Highway Traffic Safety.

SCHOOL BUSSES WITH CAMERAS:  West Virginia lawmakers, faced with a $120 million budget deficit, are turning to school buses to bring in new revenue.   They voted 98-0 to approve a law authorizing cameras on school busses for the purpose of enforcing illegal passing violations that carries a fine of $500 for each violation.  Private companies have been traveling to school boards around the country offering to install the cameras at no cost. The company would then issue tickets, collect on the fines and deposit a significant cut of the profits into the school board's bank account with no work required on the school's part. Passage of the school bus legislation represents a significant win for photo enforcement lobbyists who snuck the measure through the legislature with very little public scrutiny. 

FREE VIN DECODING MANUALS:   The National Insurance Crime Bureau (NICB) Passenger Vehicle Identification Manual is published annually. The manual contains vehicle identification number (VIN) structure and decoding from the last three model years for most U.S. and Canadian passenger vehicles, including light duty trucks and motorcycles, vehicle identification number (VIN) structure for commercial vehicles and product identification number (PIN) structure for off-road equipment from the last five model years. The manuals also cover: The Federal Motor Vehicle Theft Prevention Standard, that requires VIN markings on major vehicle parts of passenger motor vehicle lines designated as high-theft lines, general information on VIN structure and decoding for truck/tractors, trailers along with PIN structure and decoding for off-road equipment, and glossary of vehicle related terminology.  Law Enforcement Requests (U.S. Only). The first 50 passenger manuals and the first 50 commercial manuals are free of charge. Additional manuals are $1 per copy. You will have to enter your ORI code at the end of the ordering process in order to receive your allotment of "free" manuals.  .  https://www.nicb.org/theft_and_fraud_awareness/material_request/material_request.
CLICK IT OR TICKET:  This year's Click It or Ticket National Mobilization is May 24-June 6, 2010.  The campaign is the most successful seat belt enforcement campaign ever, helping create the highest national seat belt usage rate of 84 percent.  Your efforts in public education and high visibility enforcement have played a major role in the success of the CIOT Mobilization.   

 CHECK OUR WEBSITE NJPTOA.ORG FOR E-TICKET VENDOR LIST
As of April 5, 2010 there were 132 fatalities on NJ roads compared to 161 during the same period in 2009, A DECREASE OF 29 DEATHS.  

	COUNTY
	2010
	2009
	CHANGE
	COUNTY
	2010
	2009
	CHANGE

	Atlantic 
	04
	10
	-06
	Bergen 
	10
	05
	+05

	Burlington 
	10
	13
	-03
	Camden 
	08
	08
	-0-

	Cape May 
	03
	03
	-0-
	Cumberland 
	04
	07
	-03

	Essex 
	08
	13
	-05
	Gloucester 
	06
	07
	-01

	Hudson 
	07
	09
	-02
	Hunterdon 
	02
	01
	+01

	Mercer 
	02
	07
	-03
	Middlesex 
	09
	12
	-03

	Monmouth 
	09
	10
	-01
	Morris 
	05
	02
	+03

	Ocean 
	10
	18
	-08
	Passaic 
	06
	06
	-0-

	Salem 
	02
	01
	+01
	Somerset 
	10
	06
	-04

	Sussex 
	01
	03
	-02
	Union 
	08
	16
	-16

	Warren
	05
	04
	+01
	 
	
	
	


Driver Deaths, 71/31; Passengers, 24/15; Pedalcyclist, 02/00; Pedestrians, 35/31. Total of 126/156 Crashes with 132/161 Deaths.  First number represents 2010, second number is 2009.
NISSAN RECALLING 540,000 VEHICLES FOR FAULTY BREAKES & FUEL GAUGES:  Nissan announced a worldwide recall of approximately 540,000 pickup trucks, sport utility vehicles, and minivans to address problems involving defective brake pedals assemblies and faulty fuel gauges.  The brake recall concerns a defective brake pedal pivot pin that may be included in more than 204,000 vehicles. The pivot pin was not formed according to specifications during assembly and could slide loose, causing a reduced braking force and increasing the risk of a crash. Vehicles affected by the brake pedal pivot pin recall include: 2008-2010 Nissan Titan, 2008-2010 Nissan Armada, 2008-2010 Infiniti QX56, and 2008-2009 Nissan Quest.  The Nissan fuel gauge recall involves nearly 472,000 vehicles with a defective sensor in the fuel tank that causes the fuel gauge to show that there is still fuel remaining in the tank (typically about one-quarter of a tank), when the fuel tank is actually empty. Vehicles affected by the fuel gauge recall include: 2005-2008 Nissan Titan, 2005-2008 Nissan Armada, 2005-2008 Infiniti QX56, Nissan Frontier (production dates Jan-Mar 2006 or Oct 2007-Jan 2008), Nissan Xterra (production dates Jan-Mar 2006 or Oct 2007-Jan 2008), Nissan Pathfinder (production dates Jan-Mar 2006 or Oct 2007-Jan 2008).  The safety recall campaigns are expected to begin March 22, 2010, with free dealer inspections. Nissan may be contacted at 1-800-647-7261.

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT AT PEDESTRIAN KNOCKDOWNS:  How was the lighting at the last nighttime pedestrian knockdown you investigated?  If the knockdown area had lighting was it sufficient to illuminate the crossing of a pedestrian completely from one side of the street to the other?  Oftentimes street lights only cover the area under the light but do not illuminate entirely to the other side of the street.  Check with your electric or street light supplier to determine if your street lights have the proper lumen capacity to provide total safe passage across the street for pedestrians.  You might also want to check on the age of your existing street lighting scheme and possibly remove “old expensive and inefficient” lighting and install higher powered, more efficient and less expensive lighting.   Most power companies will assist you in making the appropriate street lighting assessments.                                         

REMINDER:  "Kyleigh's law." Requires holders of special learner's permits, examination permits, and provisional driver's licenses to display certain decals.  Status: Signed into law on April 15, 2009 and will go into effect on May 1st, 2010.  The decals are red and placed on vehicle license plates in the boxed area in the upper left corner.  Decals are available at local motor vehicle agencies at $4.00 per pair (initial or replacement). Decals are sold in pairs only.                                                                                                                      POLICE SECURITY EXPO: At the Atlantic City Convention Center Tuesday, June 22, & Wednesday, June 23, 2010.  Register early to enter the advanced registration prize drawings.  http://www.police-security.com/Registration.htm.   NJPTOA Meets on June 23rd beginning at 10:00 a.m. in room 308.  
BOLO MESSAGE:  Inspection Stickers 0403528-0403575 (47) for 2012 were stolen from The Cranford Auto Repair, 23 South Ave., Cranford, N.J. on 3/10/2010.                                                            
ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SAFETY BELTS AND BULLETPROOF VEST 
NEXT MEETING: MAY 5, 2010, SOMERVILLE ELKS LODGE, BRIDGEWATER, NJ
RESERVE MAY 18, 2010 FOR THE POLICE MEMORIAL SERVICE IN OCEAN GROVE
