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Next Regular Business Meeting:  WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24, 2009, 10:00 AM, at the Atlantic City Convention Center, Room 308, Atlantic City, NJ.  As usual there will be prizes donated by conference vendors. Following the meeting you and your guests can visit the Police/Security Expo, compliments of the NJ State Association of Chiefs of Police.  You may invite as many guests to join you as you desire for the meeting and the Expo. Please note that we do not meet on the first Wednesday in June, July, or August.  
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  I am on a MVC committee that is looking into revising the driver point system.  We’ve had our initial meeting and will get into the actual revisions at the next meeting.  We also are on a MVC committee that will discuss a new driver education initiative with focus on mandated driver improvement classes and the probationary driver.  I will let you know what’s decided by both committees.  Please make a special effort to attend our meeting at the Police/Security Expo on June 24th beginning at 10:00 a.m. You’ll not only see the latest in police equipment you’ll be among other officers and vendors that can help you make decisions on the needs of your department. Among other gifts, MPH is giving away a Radar Unit.   There was no statewide 101 Days of summer kickoff this year but some Counties put on their own program.  Please instruct your officers to pay particular attention for red light runners, people not wearing safety belts, speeding, not complying with Child Restraint Laws, driving under the influence, and tailgating, during the 101 days.  I attended the Police Memorial Service in Ocean Grove and was very impressed with the dignity, honor and respect afforded to our fallen heroes.  I did see and greet many of our members at the service and I hope to see more of you at the service next year.  Enjoy the summer and Stay Safe, Bill
SCHOOL BUS CRASHES:  A new study shows that school-bus-related accidents send 17,000 U.S. children to emergency rooms each year. Nearly one-fourth of the accidents occur while chil​dren are boarding or leaving school buses, with crashes accounting for 42 percent. Slips and falls on buses, getting jostled when on buses, and injuries from roughhousing are among some other ways kids get hurt on school buses.  The study found Injuries ranged from cuts and sprains to broken bones. The results provide a strong argument for requiring safety belts on school buses, something industry groups say is unnecessary and is more than many school districts can afford. 
POLICE/SECURITY EXPO:  The Expo, sponsored by the NJ State Association of Chiefs of Police, is on June 23 and 24, 2009 at the Atlantic City Convention Center.  Our meeting is on Wednesday June 24 beginning at 10:00 a.m., room 308, with the usual prizes donated by vendors at the Expo.  This event usually draws a sizeable attendance.  Register in advance at http://www.police-security.com/registrationACNew.htm.  
THE PRESS GOT IT WRONG AGAIN:   In a recent article appearing in the COURIER NEWS Bob Ingle alleges the intention of the Click it or ticket safety belt program is to raise money and not save lives.  He also suggests that The Director of NJDHTS should look for another job.  What Mr. Ingle doesn’t realize, even through he’s been around a long time and should know, is that with each rise in safety belt usage traffic injuries and deaths go down.  The intent of the Click it or Ticket program is to build awareness and increase compliance, even if sometimes it has to be done with a citation.  If Mr. Ingle made any type of inquiry before inking his pen he would have discovered that the intention of programs like Click it or Ticket boost compliance thus reducing injuries and death.  Mr. Ingle should have taken the time to talk with Governor Corzine about the importance of wearing safety belts and promoting programs that encourage usage.  Ingle knows that under NJDHTS Director Pam Fischer’s tenure, deaths on NJ roads plummeted in 2008 to their lowest level in more than three decades - 597 traffic deaths or 17.5 % percent below the 724 in 2007. Inasmuch as Mr, Ingle would rather slip his warped views into his writing instead of commentary on realism – it is him that should shamefully be looking for another job. If this article is an example of his investigative reporting, he would be well suited and very comfortable working in a manure factory. 
As of APRIL 30, 2009 there were 186 fatalities recorded on NJ roads compared to 182 during the same period in 2008, A INCREASE OF 4 DEATHS.  Note:  These are preliminary figures.  

	COUNTY 
	2009
	2008
	CHANGE
	COUNTY 
	2009
	2008
	CHANGE

	Atlantic 
	11
	11
	+00
	Bergen 
	06
	05
	+01

	Burlington 
	20
	11
	+09
	Camden 
	09
	16
	-07

	Cape May 
	03
	01
	+02
	Cumberland 
	07
	05
	+02

	Essex 
	14
	12
	+02
	Gloucester 
	07
	10
	-03

	Hudson 
	09
	12
	-03
	Hunterdon 
	02
	03
	-01

	Mercer 
	07
	09
	-02
	Middlesex 
	13
	06
	-07

	Monmouth 
	11
	14
	-03
	Morris 
	03
	11
	-08

	Ocean 
	22
	14
	+08
	Passaic 
	06
	10
	-04

	Salem 
	02
	06
	-04
	Somerset 
	09
	06
	+03

	Sussex 
	03
	05
	-02
	Union 
	18
	13
	+05

	Warren
	04
	02
	+02
	 
	
	
	


Driver Deaths, 91. Passengers, 32. Pedalcyclist, 00. Pedestrians, 63.  Motorcyclists, 13. Motorcycle Passengers, 01. There were 186 Deaths in 177 Crashes.
WEST VIRGINIA COURT DUMPS FAILURE TO SIGNAL LAW ON EMPTY ROAD:  The W. Virginia Supreme Court ruled police may not issue tickets for failing to signal without also showing another vehicle may have been affected by the maneuver.  The decision evolved from a traffic stop when police saw a vehicle make a right turn without signaling.  During the stop police noticed the driver’s eyes were "glassy" and suspected he was under the influence (the driver does have a glass eye).  The driver blew a .18 and was charged and convicted of DWI.  He appealed and the Court limited itself to considering if police were justified in initiating the stop.  The driver contended the signal law must be read within the context of another provision covering turns that does allow for exceptions.  "No person shall so turn any vehicle without giving an appropriate signal in the manner hereinafter provided in the event any other traffic may be affected by such movement."  The Supreme Court agreed that this provision must be read in combination with the signal statute.  They cited an example of a driver on an isolated road, with no other cars or pedestrians in sight, and the driver turns at an intersection without using a turn signal. The driver would not have violated the W.Va. Code because there was no other person who could have benefited from a turn signal.  For that reason they decided no violation was committed and the police had no reason to pull over the vehicle.  Note: NJ 39:4-126 states, “No person shall so turn any vehicle without giving an appropriate signal in the manner hereinafter provided in the event any other traffic may be affected by such movement.”    

STATES WHERE AUTOMATED TICKETING IS BANNED:  Alaska, Arkansas, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, Utah, West Virginia, Wisconsin. Photo Radar is banned in New Jersey.
NO TOLLS ON INTERSTATE HIGHWAYS:  US Representative Glenn Thompson of Pennsylvania is leading an effort to ban tolls on existing interstate highways. He introduced a bill (HR 1071), Keeping America's Freeways Free Act, designed to prohibit any efforts to collect tolls on an interstate highway.  Congressman Thompson said "Tolls are taxes, plain and simple…and the Interstate Highway System -- the greatest public works project in history -- was built with federal funding to unite our nation -- and improved quality of life through increased economic efficiency and productivity. The Keeping Americas Freeways Free Act will preserve this notion and allow for the free flowing of commerce not only in Pennsylvania, but across the nation."  If this Bill passes it would stop efforts in NJ that would place tolls on certain interstate highways.  
SAFETY BELTS ON BUSSES:  NHTSA told Congress that they plan to begin requiring safety belts on commercial buses. The National Transportation Safety Board investigated 33 bus crashes involving the ejection of 255 passengers since 1998.  The issue of safety belts on buses drew considerable attention in recent years because of the high-profile fatal commercial bus crashes, including a 2007 crash that  left seven people dead when a bus carrying the Bluffton (Ohio) University baseball team rolled over. 
ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SAFETY BELTS AND BULLETPROOF VEST
NEXT MEETING – JUNE 24, 2009, AT THE Atlantic City CONVENTION CENTER









