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NEXT REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING:  WEDNESDAY, JUNE 23,  2010 – BEGINNING AT 10:00 A.M. at the ATLANTIC CITY CONVENTION CENTER, ATLANTIC CITY, NJ.  This meeting coincides with the Police Security Expo where the latest in police services and equipment are on display.  Please make a special effort to attend and bring along as many guests as you desire to join you.   Featured Speaker:  NJMVC Chief Administrator Martinez.
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:   Although I officially retired as Police Chief on May 1, 2010, I am accepting two new positions with Washington Township (Bergen County) that will permit me to continue my commitment to law enforcement and complete my term as President of the NJPTOA.  I had a great 41 year career but gave it up to avoid layoffs within my department.  This move also will allow me to spend more time doing traffic safety work and tend to Association matters. We supported MVC to continue mechanical motor vehicle inspections and to keep the dollar amount for reportable crashes at $500.00 at our last meting.  Bergen County Traffic Officers held a successful 101 Safety Days of Summer event. If anyone wishes to contact me, my phone number is 201-788-0040 or you can e-mail me at jbchic@verizon.net.  I wish you and yours a safe and enjoyable summer, see you in AC.  Stay safe - Bill     
PHILADELPHIA PD AXING FENDER BENDERS:  Philadelphia Police plan to toss minor fender bender investigations and instead motorists will have to call the nearest police district to make reports on their own.  They respond to nearly 70,000 auto crashes a year and about 10,000 do not require a police officer.  Motorists that can safely drive away and they are no injuries can exchange information and file a police report on the phone.  If there's an issue that the caller does feel can be resolved without the officer there, the dispatcher will evaluate it on the phone and have an officer respond.  We’ve been told Camden Police have the same policy. This has potential to get legs so we will watch it closely.

NEW LICENSE PLATE SEQUENCE FOR NJ VEHICLES:   NJMVC is running out of 3-letter-3 number plates, the last issue is ZZZ 99Z.  They will soon issue 1-letter and 2-numbers, followed by 3-letters, A10 AAA.  The 3-letter, 3-number system began in 1967 and the reverse pattern in 1974.  In 1992 they tried to use 3-letters and 4-numbers but had to withdraw because of police complaints that the plates were too hard to read with the extra digit.  Prisoners at Bayside State Prison in Leesburg, NJ make the plates and they will continue using reflective material.  
SETON HALL LAW SCHOOL DOUBTS ALCOTEST:  They have a concern with the reliability of the Alcotest 7110 saying it cannot be verified because Draeger will not allow it to be independently tested. A defense lawyer, arguing before the Supreme Court in 2008, walked away saying it was an “excellent analysis.” The NJ Supreme Court also approved the Alcotest following the recommendations of retired Appellate Judge Michael Patrick King who spent a full year studying the machine.  Draeger refuses to release the software or allow the state to release it for independent testing because it contains trade secrets.  During Judge King’s investigation he ordered Draeger to release the code to 2 independent firms for review.  One found the device reliable and the other did not.  In the end Judge King determined the Alcotest “much more reliable” than the Breathalyzer police were using at the time.  The gang at Seaton Hall rely on the argument that the machine is without testing and study so no one can say with certainty how well the device actually works.
BUY A CRASH REPORT VIA THE INTERNET:  The Aberdeen Police Department cut a deal with PoliceReports.US LLC allowing citizens and insurance companies to obtain police crash reports via the Internet.  There is a $3.00 service fee, payable to PoliceReports.US, for online reports, plus 75 cents charge per page.  The transaction requires use of a credit or debit card.  

We offer our sincere condolences to NJ State Police & the family of Trooper Marc K.. Castelllano
As of JUNE l5, 2010 there were 221 fatalities on NJ roads compared to 265 during the same period in 2009, A DECREASE OF 44 DEATHS.  

	COUNTY
	2010
	2009
	CHANGE
	COUNTY
	2010
	2009
	CHANGE

	Atlantic 
	06
	12
	-06
	Bergen 
	17
	09
	+08

	Burlington 
	18
	30
	-12
	Camden 
	19
	13
	+06

	Cape May 
	02
	03
	-01
	Cumberland 
	09
	15
	-06

	Essex 
	14
	17
	-03
	Gloucester 
	08
	09
	-01

	Hudson 
	10
	15
	-05
	Hunterdon 
	03
	03
	-0-

	Mercer 
	05
	15
	-10
	Middlesex 
	13
	16
	-03

	Monmouth 
	19
	15
	-04
	Morris 
	10
	07
	+03

	Ocean 
	24
	32
	-08
	Passaic 
	07
	13
	-06

	Salem 
	03
	02
	+01
	Somerset 
	11
	08
	-03

	Sussex 
	02
	04
	-02
	Union 
	15
	21
	-06

	Warren
	06
	06
	-0-
	 
	
	
	


Driver Deaths, 118/136; Passengers, 38/44; Pedalcyclist, 03/04; Pedestrians, 62/81. Total of 212/251 Crashes with 221/265 Deaths.  First number represents 2010, second number is 2009.
Memorial Day Holiday Weekend Fatals:  2010:  5/28, 2109, Westville Boro, Gloucester, 1 Ped.  5/29, 2100, Scotch Plains, Union, 1 Pass Dr.  5/30, 1745,  Jackson, Ocean, 1 Pass Dr.  5/30, 1746, Springfield, Burlington, 1 MC Dr & 1 MC Pass.  5/30, 0356, Wall, Monmouth, 1 SUV Dr.  5/31, 0556, West Deptford, Gloucester, 1 Pass Dr. TOTAL 7.

2009:  5/23, 2215, Franklin Twp, Gloucester, 1 Pass Dr  (Alcohol). 5/24, 0015, Ewing, Mercer, 1 Ped (Alcohol & Drugs).  5/24, 0115, Evesham, Burlington, 1 Pass Dr (Alcohol).  5/24, 0314, Toms River, Ocean, 1 Ped (Alcohol).  5/24, 1951, Trenton, Mercer, 1 MC Dr (Drugs).  5/24, 2102, Point Pleasant Boro, Ocean, 1 MC Dr (Alcohol).  5/25,1803,Stafford, Ocean, 1 Pedacycle.  TOTAL 7.

GREEN LIGHT CAMERAS:  California was first to use traffic signal cameras to issue tickets for entering an intersection after the light turned red.  Next they aimed the cameras at vehicles making rolling right-hand turns on red.   Now they want green light cameras to target drivers who turn right while the light is green.  There is no evidence that such cameras will have a positive impact on safety and no similar devices are in use the US.  Some groups are saying there are more effective alternatives.
 
MVC TRASHING MECHANICAL MOTOR VEHICLE INSPECTIONS:  NJ could soon be the 30th state to do away with safety or mechanical motor vehicle inspections.  If approved, the plan will take effect July 1.  The state alleges they will save about $12 million.  Emissions testing of passenger vehicles will continue to comply with federal clean air regulations.  New cars won't undergo emissions testing for five years, currently four years, and save an additional $5.9 million.  Safety advocates want more data from other states before eliminating the inspections.  Of the 1.9 million vehicles annually inspected in NJ, less than 6 percent fail for serious (mechanical) issues like brakes, steering or suspension.  Although the mechanical malfunction failure rate is low, the question remains ‘is it low because there are mechanical inspections?’  MVC officials said they studied federal crash data that listed driver error and weather conditions as the top causes of most crashes.  Our Association voted against eliminating the inspections.  
REMINDER:  POLICE/SECURITY EXPO: Atlantic City Convention Center June 22 & June 23.  Register early and enter advanced registration prize drawings.  http://www.police-security.com/Registration.htm.   NJPTOA meets on June 23rd, 10:00 a.m., in rooms 308 and 309.  NJMVC Chief Administrator Martinez is the invited speaker.  We understand he has an extensive background and interest in Traffic Safety.   
THINGS TO THINK ABOUT AT PEDESTRIAN KNOCKDOWNS:  Check the interior of the vehicle for anything that could hinder the driver’s view of a pedestrian.  Objects can include something dangling from the mirror, decals or photos on the windshield, items on the dashboard, or it could be the make-up of the vehicle’s door and windshield pillars.  Driver view impediments of a pedestrian should be followed up with a summons and the obstruction noted on the crash report. 
ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SAFETY BELTS AND BULLETPROOF VEST

SUPPORT OUR TROOPS – WE WISH THEM SAFE RETURN

NEXT MEETING: JUNE 23, 2010, ATLANTIC CITY CONVENTION CENTER
