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NEXT REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING:  The Association does not meet during the month of August.  Set your calendar for WEDNESDAY, SEPETMBER 1, 2010 when we will meet at the Somerville Elks Club, Route 28, Bridgewater, NJ beginning at 10:00 a.m.  
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:   MVC no longer does mechanical motor vehicle inspections effective July 1, 2010. This applies to passenger automobiles, noncommercial truck, motorcycles, and limits inspections to emissions and emission-related items only.  A new law extends emission inspections to 5 years for a model year 2006 or later vehicle and certain used vehicles will be subject to inspection at an official inspection facility.  Recently the NJ Supreme Court decided DWI suspects must be given their consent warnings in their native language.  Retrieve the warnings in 10 different languages, in writing and in sound, by logging onto our website, njptoa.org.  Contact us if you want instructions on how to take the warnings off our site and onto your own disc.  Our Recording Secretary, Cpl. Ron Kalkbrenner, Medford Township PD, retired and Jim Albertson, also Medford PD, replaced him in Traffic and as our Recording Secretary.  Ron did an excellent job for us.  We wish him the in the future and that he enjoy many years in his well earned retirement.  Stay Safe - Bill

BLIND PEDESTRIAN SAFETY BILL GAINING SUPPORT:  The Pedestrian Safety Enforcement Act, HR-734, now has over 200 sponsors.  The bill concerns blind people and other pedestrians that depend on vehicle noise to protect themselves against silent-running hybrids and EVs (electric vehicles).  NHTSA says hybrids and EVs are nearly twice as likely to involve incidents with pedestrians as are vehicles with internal combustion engines.  Blind persons cannot locate and evaluate traffic using vision so they listen to traffic to determine speed and direction.  Vehicle noise also helps small children, joggers, seniors, and bicyclists.  The bill calls for a two-year study to determine effective means to provide blind persons and other pedestrians with information about the location, motion, speed, and direction of vehicles.  
MASSACHUSETTS TO TEST OLDER DRIVERS:  The MA Senate passed a bill imposing new mental and fitness screening on older drivers when they renew their license.  The bill would require screening for those 75 years old and older.  Drivers 75-80 would be subject to the screening, and thereafter every three years after they reach age 80.  Currently drivers of all ages renew licenses in person every 10 years with renewals allowed online in between.  
NORTH CAROLINA TEENS NIX CELL PHONE LAW WHILE DRIVING:  A report released by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety claims that after North Carolina prohibited cell phone use by teenager drivers their use rate actually increased.  The researchers said a possible reason is the law isn’t being enforced - a problem every State faces.  Any motor vehicle safety law is useless if police officers refuse to enforce it.  Oftentimes law officers do not like a proposed law but do not make their true feelings known while the bill works its way through the legislature.  Certain laws come about loaded with so much emotion that police feel intimidated if they speak against the proposal.  This is particularly true during “press” conferences where they invite the family of the deceased fatal crash victim.  North Carolina’s ban on cell phone use by teen drivers is part of the state’s graduated licensing system. 
FEED PARKING METER WITH CELL PHONE:   Sun bathers in Wildwood can now pay for parking by cell phone.  The new system is operated by iControl Mobile Payment Solutions and they receive about 30 cents per transaction of $1 or more with the city getting the balance.  Last year the city collected $382,434 in parking-meter revenue.  The meters have a sticker with the number to call to make payment and they can pay future parking from any location using debit and credit cards. Parking-enforcement officers check the system with cell phones and personal digital assistants to identify paid and unpaid meters.  People not interested in high-tech can still pay by using US coins. 

As of July l5, 2010 there were 287 fatalities on NJ roads compared to 365 during the same period in 2009, A DECREASE OF 78 DEATHS.  

	COUNTY
	2010
	2009
	CHANGE
	COUNTY
	2010
	2009
	CHANGE

	Atlantic 
	09
	22
	-10
	Bergen 
	20
	14
	+06

	Burlington 
	20
	37
	-17
	Camden 
	25
	21
	-04

	Cape May 
	02
	04
	-02
	Cumberland 
	13
	19
	-06

	Essex 
	20
	28
	-08
	Gloucester 
	09
	11
	-02

	Hudson 
	15
	17
	-02
	Hunterdon 
	05
	03
	+02

	Mercer 
	08
	16
	-08
	Middlesex 
	18
	21
	-03

	Monmouth 
	23
	23
	-0-
	Morris 
	13
	11
	+02

	Ocean 
	30
	40
	-10
	Passaic 
	08
	20
	-12

	Salem 
	05
	05
	-0-
	Somerset 
	19
	12
	+07

	Sussex 
	03
	06
	-03
	Union 
	16
	28
	-12

	Warren
	06
	07
	-01
	 
	
	
	


Driver Deaths, 157/1163; Passengers, 50/47; Pedalcyclist, 07/07; Pedestrians, 73/85. Total of 271/347 Crashes with 287/302 Deaths.  First number represents 2010, second number is 2009.
July 4th Weekend Fatalities:  2009:  Lawrence Tsp, Drugs, 1 Pedestrian; Bridgewater Tsp, Alcohol, 1 Driver; Wantage Tsp, Alcohol, 1 Driver, Harrison Tsp, Negative, 1 Driver.  2009 Total 4.
2010:  Willingboro Tsp, Pending, 1 Pedestrian; New Jersey Turnpike, Elizabeth City, Pending, 1 Pedestrian;  Deerfield Tsp, Pending, 1 Pickup Driver;  Mannington Tsp, Pending, 1 Driver & 1 Passenger; Buena Vista Tsp, Pending, 1 Pedestrian;  Millburn Tsp, Pending, 1 Driver; Denville Tsp, Pending, 1 Driver;  Woodbridge Tsp, Pending, 1 Driver;  Garden State Parkway, Middletown Tsp, Pending, 1 Motorcycle Driver;  Garden State Parkway, Toms River, Pending, 1 Driver.  2010 Total 11.
SPLIT ON FINES:  Senate Bill 1466 would revise motor vehicle fine col​lection for tickets issued by the State Police. Currently motor vehicle fine, penalty and forfeiture money for tickets written by State Police are paid to the State Treasurer for general State purposes. The bill provides for two-thirds of the fine money going to the state with the remaining third going to the municipality where the violation occurred. Municipalities can use the mon​ey for general purposes and the operating costs of their municipal courts.
TRAFFIC OFFICERS AFFECTED BY BUDGET CUTS:   “Hard times” are causing municipalities to lay off police officers and others are taking early retirement.  The ripple effect is traffic officers are going on patrol to cover posts thus neglecting very important life saving programs.  The immediate concern is to be prepared when schools reopen in September so there will be enough trained adult school crossing guards to cover posts.  New guards require training and must be formally appointed by the municipality.      
TRAILER HITCH DANGER:  NHTSA says from 1975 through 2008, 15,211 people were killed in crashes involving passenger vehicles towing trailers and at least one person a day dies when trailers break free and run into traffic.  Virginia passed a law requiring a hitch strong enough for the weight of trailer being towed.  NJ law states, “trailers shall, when operated on the highways of this State, be connected to the towing vehicle by at least one chain or cable, in addition to the hitch bar, of sufficient strength to hold the motor-drawn vehicle on a hill if the hitching bar becomes disconnected, or shall be provided with an adequate device to prevent its rolling backward.”
MORE ON RED LIGHT CAMERAS: A Chicago study recently found no benefit in using photo enforcement.  Now even members of congress are skeptical toward the safety claims by advocates for photo enforcement. Members of the US House Transportation Subcommittee on Highways and Transit were more swayed by what camera opponents had to say.  The subcommittee Chairman said he never heard about tinkering with the yellow light timing until he read testimony.  He would like to see national legislation to address some of the problems -- so would we!  
THINGS TO THINK ABOUT AT PEDESTRIAN KNOCKDOWNS:  Can a stop line be used in advance of a mid-block crosswalk to show vehicles where to stop for a pedestrian? Yes.  Now that the law changed from “yield” to “stop” for pedestrians in crosswalks a stop line can be added. The MUTCD, Section 3B.16, contains the following language “Stop lines may be used to indicate the point behind which vehicles are required to stop in compliance with a STOP (R1-1) sign, a Stop Here For Pedestrians (R1-5b or R1-5c) sign, or some other traffic control device.”  
ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SAFETY BELTS AND BULLETPROOF VEST

NEXT MEETING: SEPTEMBER 1, 2010 – ELKS CLUB, SOMERVILLE, NJ
