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NEXT REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING:  WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2010 Beginning at 10:00 a.m. at the Somerville Elks Lodge, Route 28, Bridgewater, NJ.  Draeger will discuss several topics of importance on the Alcotest 7110 for users statewide.  
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:   Summer is over!  Where did it go?  Labor Day is Monday September 6th this year and schools open soon thereafter during the same week.  Now is a good time to prepare your “safest routes to school” plans, appoint, train and assign crossing guards, and check school routes for blind corners or other things that may affect the safe passage or transportation of students.  With this year’s budget cuts, layoffs, early retirements, we can expect a shortage of police personnel that can strain school safety efforts so it’s best to plan ahead and be prepared.  Although the medical marijuana law does not take effect until sometime in the fall remember driving while under the influence of marijuana, obtained legally or illegally, is unlawful and subjects drivers to 39:4-50 laws.  We’ve had some negative feedback on the new STOP for pedestrians in crosswalk law wherein motorists are making sudden stops and causing rear end collisions.  Please let us know of your experience with this law, good or bad, by contacting us at NJPTOA@HOTMAIL.COM.   Stay safe, Bill. 
NJ SUPREME COURT DECIDES IMPLIED CONSENT LANGUAGE:    The NJ Supreme Court, in a 4-3 ruling (State v. German Marquez), decided a driver suspected of DWI should have been read the refusal to submit breath testing in his native language even though our implied consent law mandates compliance to breath testing when they accept a driver license.  The Court got stuck on the word "inform" by saying the drunk spoke Spanish so he could not have been expected to understand English.  Expanding our laws to cover all languages, nearly 7,000, was not what lawmakers intended when deciding DWI laws. Their focus was on getting drunks off the road, not to cut them loose because they chose not to learn or understand the English language.  If this decision stands convictions could be overturned for drunks claiming they didn’t understand English when arrested for DWI.  Judges should concentrate on getting drunken driv​ers off our roadways, not endangering public safety for the sake of drivers not wanting to speak or understand English.  NJ needs one legal language – English!
COPS IN CROSSWALKS:   NJDHTS says since 2004 about 50 pedestrians were killed and 6,000 injured on New Jersey roadways. They came up with a program where police crack down on the new STOP for pedestrians in crosswalk law. Thirteen departments each received $8,000 grants for overtime to reduce violations. The program uses undercover officers masquerading as pedestrians in marked crosswalks.  Drivers failing to stop face a $200 summons and two-points on their license.  Towns receiving the grants are: Linwood and Northfield (Atlantic County); Burlington City and Medford (Burlington County); Cherry Hill and Collingswood (Camden County); Vineland (Cumberland County); Monroe (Gloucester County); New Brunswick and Piscataway (Middlesex County); Red Bank (Monmouth County); Toms River (Ocean County); and Hillside (Union County).  The percentage of pedestrians killed annually in New Jersey, between 20 and 25 percent, is double the national rate. In 2009, after a three-year downward trend, the number of pedestrian deaths statewide increased to 157.  As of July 12 of this year, 70 pedestrians have been killed in motor vehicle-related crashes statewide, compared with 84 for the same time period last year.  There is some “street talk” that the “Cops in Crosswalks” program is a form of police entrapment. 
NEW MVC HOURS:   Effective July 31, MVC Agencies will operate with the following schedule:  Monday closed: Tuesday 8:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.: Wednesday 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.: Thursday 8:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.: Friday 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.:  Saturday 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Knowledge testing during normal business hours only. Road testing Tuesday through Friday only. Walk-in services Tuesday through Friday only.  For additional information, please visit www.njmvc.gov.

As of August l5, 2010 there were 338 fatalities on NJ roads compared to 365 during the same period in 2009, A DECREASE OF 27 DEATHS.  

	COUNTY
	2010
	2009
	CHANGE
	COUNTY
	2010
	2009
	CHANGE

	Atlantic 
	13
	22
	-09
	Bergen 
	24
	14
	+10

	Burlington 
	20
	37
	-17
	Camden 
	31
	21
	+10

	Cape May 
	03
	04
	-01
	Cumberland 
	14
	19
	-05

	Essex 
	22
	28
	-06
	Gloucester 
	12
	11
	+01

	Hudson 
	15
	17
	-02
	Hunterdon 
	05
	03
	+02

	Mercer 
	02
	16
	-14
	Middlesex 
	09
	21
	-12

	Monmouth 
	28
	23
	+05
	Morris 
	14
	11
	+03

	Ocean 
	41
	40
	+01
	Passaic 
	11
	20
	-09

	Salem 
	06
	05
	+01
	Somerset 
	20
	12
	+08

	Sussex 
	04
	06
	-02
	Union 
	18
	28
	-10

	Warren
	07
	07
	-0-
	 
	
	
	


Driver Deaths, 190/196; Passengers, 60/60; Pedalcyclist, 07/09; Pedestrians, 81/100. Total of 320/347 Crashes with 338/365 Deaths.  First number represents 2010, second number is 2009.
STIFFER CELL PHONE PENALITIERS COMING?  Senator Richard Codey thinks NJ needs stricter penalties for drivers using cell phones, particularly among young people.  He [image: image1.png]
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introduced a bill (S2181) that would suspend drivers' licenses for 60 days after a third offense for talking or texting on hand-held cell phones while driving. The bill also fines drivers $100 for the first offense, $250 for the second and $500 for the third.  Currently violators pay $100 fines for each offense while talking on a hand-held device.  Since 2002, 10,878 crashes involved hand-held cell phone use, 31 of them fatal.  Since 2004, when the cell phone law became effective, police issued more than 275,000 summonses.  In 2008, 1,821 crashes involved hand-held devices, and 1,383 involved hands-free phones. Codey expects future technology will disable cell phone devices in moving vehicles.    
NJ MAY PRIVITIZE EMERGENCY ROAD SERVICE:  NJDOT is considering privatizing the free roadside program for drivers who break down on the road to free up about $12 million the Federal Highway Administration provides annually to run the program. Last year $1 million came from the Transportation Trust Fund and $850,000 came from state aid to fuel the trucks to support the ESP. The 90 drivers they employ cover 400 miles of state highways and operate out of Harding, Metuchen, Springfield and Cherry Hill, but do not patrol the New Jersey Turnpike, Garden State Parkway or Atlantic City Expressway.  They have their own roadside services paid for by toll users.  In 2009 ESP assisted 114,000 motorists change flat tires, remove road debris, provide water for overheated cars, a gallon of gas for motorists who run out of fuel and start dead batteries. They also assist state police and emergency responders in diverting traffic at crash scenes.  DOT will do a cost-benefit analysis and compare it with what it costs the state to contract with a private company to provide the same service.  Motorists using a company contracted by the state would have to pay for the service or they could use their own provider.
COMBINED ANNUAL CONFERENCE - TRAILER UNDER RIDES:  The Conference takes place October 6—8, 2010, at the Grand Hotel, 2100 Baltimore Avenue, Ocean City, MD.  Optional/Additional Training will precede the Conference (CEUs Awarded).  Registration Fees: Member of a Sponsoring Organization (NJ is a sponsor) $345 prior to 9/6/2010.  Non-Member - $395 prior to 9/6/2010.  Learn more about the conference, classes, and registration online at www.CrashConference.com.  

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT AT PEDESTRIAN KNOCKDOWNS:  At intersections drivers of approaching vehicles and pedestrians should be able to see each other in adequate time to avoid a mishap.  The safe intersection sight distance is directly related to vehicle speed, the distance traveled during perception, reaction, and braking time. The following is the minimum recommended sight distances for specific speeds. Source: AASHTO Green Book 2001.
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NEXT MEETING: SEPTEMBER 1, 2010 – ELKS CLUB SOMERVILLE, NJ
ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SAFETY BELTS AND BULLETPROOF VEST
