[image: image1.png]



NEW JERSEY POLICE TRAFFIC OFFICERS ASSOCIATION
 PAGE 2

 
September  2011                 





            OUR 38th YEAR
Chief William Cicchetti, President                                                                   T   Tony Parenti, Executive Director, Editor                   Sgt. Richard Maxwell, Vice-President                                                                   Mark Wilson, Operations Secretary

N.J.P.T.O A. – P.0.  Box 664, Voorhees, NJ 08043 - 856-220-1433 - NJPTOA.ORG -- NJPTOA@HOTMAIL.COM
NEXT REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING:  WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2011 Beginning at 10:00 A.M. at the Somerville Elks Lodge, Route 28 (Union Avenue) Bridgewater, NJ.
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  I hope you are enjoying what’s left of the summer, we sure had plenty of sunshine.  This will translate to people trying to get relief at resorts resulting with more traffic on our roads.  We must be diligent in our enforcement efforts, particularly from now until Labor Day, a time when people will try to squeeze in as much summer fun as they can.  The new slogan for DWI this year is “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over.”  We’ve had many requests for new palm cards with the new slogan but NJDHTS said they would like to use up the supply of their old cards first (Over the Limit – Under Arrest).  Please note that the roadway death rate is higher than it was at the same time last year.  We were hoping to fall below 500 this year but the trend looks like it may be higher.  There are many factors involved but the consensus is the shortage of police officers due to early retirements and lay-offs.  For the first half of this year, breaking a 13 year trend, police officers killed in traffic crashes are down but police shootings are up.  Schools are reopening so remember to train and reappoint your adult crossing guards as required by law.  Also, check school routes for sight or other hazards that could affect vehicle or pedestrian traffic.  Stay Safe, Bill   
CRIME DOWN BUT POLICE DEATHS UP:  The death toll for police officers, including those fatally shot in the line of duty, is on the rise for the second straight year, despite a decline in violent crime across the country.  A National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund midyear report indicates overall officer deaths are up 14% in 2011, deadly shootings increased by 33%.  If the current rate continues, shooting deaths would become the primary cause of officer deaths this year.  For the past 13 years, traffic crashes accounted for the largest number of officer deaths.  Deadly shootings reached a 20-year high in the first half of this year, with 40 officers killed by gunfire, up from 30 in 2010.  More than a quarter of the deaths occurred in January with 11 killed.  In one 24-hour period in January, there were three deaths with 11 officers shot. 

HOW GOOD ARE DRIVERS?  A study by GMAC Insurance shows drivers are the least knowledgeable in the U.S. about the rules of the road.  NJ placed 48th with an average score of 73.5, ahead of only Maryland, Hawaii, and Washington D.C.  Drivers in the nation’s capital scored an average of 71.8 percent on tests, and New Yorkers scored 75.3 percent, good for 45th place.  Kansans ranked No. 1 with 82.9 percent.  National results show almost one in five drivers, or 36.9 million U.S. motorists, “cannot meet the basic requirements” to get a license.  They gave tests of 20 questions from licensing exams to 5,130 drivers from all 50 states and the capital.  Eighty-five percent couldn’t identify the correct action to take when approaching a steady yellow traffic light.  People learning to drive from family members or friends may explain some of the test results.  
FATAL BUS CRASHES UNDERREPORTED: A review of government records and news reports shows the number of fatal bus crashes is higher than government reports indicate.  The USA TODAY said NHTSA failed to report some of the most disastrous bus crashes in the past decade and undercounted the crashes and deaths since at least 1995.  They also claim NHTSA gave inaccurate numbers in testimony on bus safety before Congress and in public reports thus giving a false impression that buses are safer than they are.  This year's crashes have caught the attention of the news and prompted congressional hearings.  Using NHTSA's definition of a motor coach, there were 42 occupant and driver deaths from 1995 to 2009 but were not reported. Since 2003, 32 fatalities were not included, representing a 24% increase from the 133 deaths NHTSA counted.  There were 42 deaths from 2000 to 2009 in midsize buses, but not counted as motor coach 
SUPPORT FOR RED LIGHT CAMERAS:  There is broad support (77%) for red light cameras at busy intersections in NJ.  By a 3 to 1 margin, drivers reject the idea that red light cameras are an invasion of privacy and a moneymaker by municipalities.  They support cameras because they believe they reduce crashes and save lives.  They also believe all communities should have access to cameras, but do not want taxpayers to fund them.  More than 56% said they are a more careful driver when they know red light cameras are present and 71% believe they make roads safer, while only 24% felt that the cameras infringe on drivers’ privacy.  
As of August l6, 2011 there were 369 fatalities on NJ roads compared to 337 during the same period in 2010,   AN INCREASE OF 32 DEATHS.  
	COUNTY
	2011
	2010
	CHANGE
	COUNTY
	2011
	2010
	CHANGE

	Atlantic 
	24
	13
	+11
	Bergen 
	14
	24
	-10

	Burlington 
	33
	20
	-13
	Camden 
	31
	30
	+01

	Cape May 
	09
	03
	
-06

	Cumberland 
	18
	14
	+04

	Essex 
	36
	22
	+14
	Gloucester 
	15
	12
	+03

	Hudson 
	12
	17
	-05
	Hunterdon 
	07
	06
	+01

	Mercer 
	10
	10
	-0-
	Middlesex 
	33
	21
	+12

	Monmouth 
	21
	28
	-07
	Morris 
	12
	14
	-02

	Ocean 
	27
	39
	-12
	Passaic 
	15
	09
	+06

	Salem 
	13
	07
	+06
	Somerset 
	11
	20
	-09

	Sussex 
	05
	04
	+01
	Union 
	12
	17
	-05

	Warren
	11
	07
	+04
	 
	
	
	


Driver Deaths, 224/190; Passengers, 62/61; Pedalcyclist, 10/07; Pedestrians, 63/76.  343/318rashes with 369/337 Deaths.  First number represents 2011 and the second number is for 2010.                                                                                                          
SEIZE SPEEDING CARS THAT WON’T PULL OVER:  North Carolina law permits seizure of speeding cars failing to pull over and allows the police to sell the vehicles accused of eluding.  The law, labeled, "Run and You're Done" authorizes police to take and hold the car of anyone accused, not convicted, of speeding away from a police officer.  The law permits a judge, believing the vehicle was eluding while speeding more than 15 MPH over the limit, to auction the vehicle, even if the owner is unaware of its use for speeding.  Police only need to place a legal notice in a newspaper on two occasions and put up three handbills near the place of seizure before selling the car.  A provision forbids the sale of highly modified performance vehicles.  Instead, a governmental agency or public official within the territorial jurisdiction of the court uses the vehicle in the performance of official duties only.

 ARRESTED AFTER ASKING COP TO HELP FOOL INTERLOCK DEVICE:   Police arrested a man and a woman for asking an undercover Point Pleasant Beach Police Sergeant to blow into their interlock device.  Instead, he charged them with tampering with an interlock device, a disorderly person's offense.  The driver, arrested and found guilty of drunken driving, was ordered to install the interlock device and only drive after he blows into the device, which tests for sobriety.  If the BAC registers a certain level, the car will not start.  The driver, concerned about successful completion, asked the cop to do it for him.  The woman said she didn't realize he was a police officer and said they were “drinking."  They asked the police officer to take the test and explained how the device works.  That's when the cop identified himself, arrested both of them and released them on their own recognizance.                                                                                                       

OPERATING MOTOR VEHICLE DURING LICENSE SUSPENSION NOW FOURTH DEGREE CRIME. 2C:40-26 states it shall be a crime of the fourth degree to operate a motor vehicle during the period of license suspension in violation of R.S.39:3-40, if the actor's license was suspended or revoked for a first violation of R.S.39:4-50 or section 2 of P.L.1981, c.512 (C.39:4-50.4a) and the actor had previously been convicted of violating R.S.39:3-40 while under suspension for that first offense.  A person convicted of an offense under this subsection shall be sentenced by the court to a term of imprisonment.  It shall be a crime of the fourth degree to operate a motor vehicle during the period of license suspension in violation of R.S.39:3-40, if the actor's license was suspended or revoked for a second or subsequent violation of R.S.39:4-50 or section 2 of P.L.1981, c.512 (C.39:4-50.4a).  A person convicted of an offense under this subsection shall be sentenced by the court to a term of imprisonment.  Notwithstanding the term of imprisonment provided under N.J.S.2C:43-6 and the provisions of subsection e. of N.J.S.2C:44-1, if a person is convicted of a crime under this section the sentence imposed shall include a fixed minimum sentence of not less than 180 days during which the defendant shall not be eligible for parole.  This act shall take effect on the first day of the nineteenth month after enactment; which is August 1, 2011.  Editors Note:  The law says the defendant “shall be sentenced by the court,” not arrested for the crime at the time of the MV stop. 
 THINGS TO THINK ABOUT AT PEDESTRIAN KNOCKDOWNS:  Pedestrians can be anywhere at anytime.  They are hard to see, especially in bad weather or at night.  Look for drivers that do not stop for pedestrians in crosswalks, especially around schools and neighborhoods where children are active.
ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SAFETY BELTS AND BULLETPROOF VEST
NEXT MEETING: SEPTEMBER 7, 2011 – BRIDGEWATER ELKS LODGE, SOMERVILLE, NJ
