[10/04/11 - 8:50 pm] On October 12th, the United States Supreme Court will hear oral argument on the issue of whether local jailers mail conduct strip searches on inmates who have been sent to the institution on minor charges. The case, captioned Florence v. Board of Freeholders is a New Jersey case that is on appeal from the Third Circuit. In Florence, the petitioner was arrested in Burlington County on a warrant out of Essex County that charged him with failing to pay a small fine. He was admitted to the Burlington County jail and subjected to a strip search and visual body cavity search. After six days, he was transferred to the Essex County jail and once again subjected to a strip search and visual body cavity search. After one day in custody in Essex, he was released after the charges were dropped. The petitioner subsequently sued both Essex and Burlington Counties for civil rights violations.
 
There is currently a split among the ten federal circuit courts of appeal that have considered the issue of the reasonableness of a blanket strip search policy under the 4th Amendment as applied to newly admitted prisoners who only have committed minor offenses. The Supreme Court's decision will resolve this controversial, constitutional issue.
