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Next Regular Business Meeting:  WEDNESDAY, MAY 6, 2009, 10:00 AM, at the Somerville Elks Lodge, Route 28 (Union Avenue) Bridgewater, NJ.  
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  Police Week is May 10th to May 16th and National Police Memorial Day is on May 15th.  The New Jersey Memorial Service is on May 19th at the Great Auditorium in Ocean Grove (more on this elsewhere in the newsletter).   Spring is here and it won’t be long before the summer driving season begins.  Plan your summertime traffic safety programs now so you’ll be ready to go into action when the time comes.  Be sure to include safety belt, speeding, pedestrian safety, and DWI in your enforcement programs.  The pedestrian fatality rate is up to about 38% of all the road deaths, the highest I’ve ever seen it in NJ.  Nationally, in 2007, there were 4,654 pedestrian deaths or 11.3% of the total.  In the same year NJ had 149 pedestrian deaths, 20.6% of the total.  You can see this is a growing problem in NJ and it probably is the greatest challenge facing traffic law enforcement in our state.  During the upcoming recreational summer months it would be wise to plan and implement a pedestrian safety strategy.  Stay Safe, Bill
CHUCK HURLEY NOMINATED TO LEAD NHTSA:  Charles A. “Chuck” Hurley, has been described as being a “passionate safety advocate whose career has been dedicated to reducing motor vehicle deaths and injuries on the highways.”  He has worked with the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, National Safety Council, and more recently at MADD.  During the past two years he worked on MADD’s Campaign to Eliminate Drunk Driving, an effort that has translated into stronger state ignition interlock laws and a renewed nationwide commitment to end the preventable tragedies of drunk driving. His appointment is subject to confirmation by the Senate. 
POLICE MEMORIAL SERVICE:  The NJ State Association of Chiefs of Police and other participating law enforcement agencies are conducting a Police Memorial Service to honor law enforcement officers killed in the line of duty.  The service is on Tuesday, May 19, 2009, beginning at 11:00 a.m. at The Great Auditorium, Ocean Grove, NJ.  Please make a special effort to attend to show our respect to law enforcement’s fallen heroes and their families. 

POLICE/SECURITY EXPO:  The Expo, sponsored by the NJ State Association of Chiefs of Police, is on June 23 and 24, 2009 at the Atlantic City Convention Center.  Our meeting is on Wednesday June 24 beginning at 10:00 a.m., room 308, with the usual prizes donated by vendors at the Expo.  This event usually draws a sizeable attendance.  Register in advance at http://www.police-security.com/registrationACNew.htm.  
NEWS FROM NJ DIVISION OF HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY:  Director Pam Fischer said she is often asked why police are not enforcing the cell-phone law.  Her reply is enforcement went up 750%.  Eighteen police departments share in a cell phone pilot program emphasizing enforcement.  The 2010 grant cycle is approaching.  She recommends that police departments check the Plan for Safety for Writing Grants tool.  The Division will carefully consider applications that address traffic safety problems and identifying plans for solutions.  She urged police to raise public awareness (motorists & pedestrians) of pedestrian safety through education, enforcement, and engineering.  Currently 38% of the traffic fatalities are pedestrians.  Senate Bill 2718 would protect law enforcement officers from liability when checking child passenger seats.  Police departments can use their DWI Enforcement Funds to pay for the Alco-Test extended warranty. 
CHECK NJPTOA.ORG FOR THE ALCOTEST WARRANTY CONTACT INFORMATION
As of March 31, 2009 there were 140 fatalities recorded on NJ roads compared to 132 during the same period in 2008, A INCREASE OF 8 DEATHS.  Note:  These are preliminary figures.  

	COUNTY 
	2009
	2008
	CHANGE
	COUNTY 
	2009
	2008
	CHANGE

	Atlantic 
	09
	08
	+01
	Bergen 
	04
	04
	-0-

	Burlington 
	09
	09
	-0-
	Camden 
	07
	11
	-04

	Cape May 
	02
	01
	+01
	Cumberland 
	05
	03
	+02

	Essex 
	14
	08
	+06
	Gloucester 
	07
	06
	+01

	Hudson 
	08
	12
	-04
	Hunterdon 
	01
	01
	-0-

	Mercer 
	05
	07
	-02
	Middlesex 
	11
	05
	-06

	Monmouth 
	09
	10
	-01
	Morris 
	02
	07
	-05

	Ocean 
	16
	10
	+06
	Passaic 
	05
	07
	-02

	Salem 
	01
	04
	-03
	Somerset 
	06
	03
	+03

	Sussex 
	02
	04
	-02
	Union 
	13
	11
	+02

	Warren
	04
	01
	+03
	 
	
	
	


Driver Deaths, 64. Passengers, 26. Pedalcyclist, 00. Pedestrians, 50.  Motorcyclists, 6.  Motorcycle Passengers, 01. There were 140 Deaths in 135 Crashes.
MORE ON RED LIGHT CAMERAS:  AlaskaMontana gave preliminary approval to legislation that bans the installation of red light cameras.  Norcross, Georgia dumped red light camera company LaserCraft Inc., and enacted a law extending the yellow signal by one second over the minimum national standard. Since the extended yellow went into effect crashes and red light violations virtually disappeared.  , Arkansas, Minnesota, Mississippi, Nebraska, Nevada, Utah, West Virginia and Wisconsin banned automated tickets either through judicial or legislative action. Voters in Cincinnati and Steubenville, Ohio chose to ban speed and red light cameras. Voters also nixed photo radar in Batavia, Illinois; Peoria, Arizona and Anchorage, Alaska.  Many other cities have taken steps to end red light camera enforcement, preferring extending yellow signal timing.  It appears increasing yellow time significantly decrease violations and crashes – which should be the objective.      
ANOTHER MONEY MAKER:  Maryland approved a law expanding use of speed cameras to every part of the state, including high-volume freeways, as a means of reducing the state's budget deficit. Camera vendors helped promote their effort with gifts and campaign donations.  School zone cameras can operate as late as 8pm and summon motorists even if school is not in session. They also use the cameras in so-called "work zones" where the speed limit is lowered regardless of whether workers are actually present. On a freeway that ordinarily has a 55 MPH speed limit tickets would be issued to anyone driving 57 MPH in the lowered speed zone.  
IMPROVED STATE SEAT BELT USE - RECORD LOW TRAFFIC DEATHS:  Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood announced that last year traffic deaths on U.S. roads reached a record low while seat belt use continued to climb. New state-by-state data shows that Michigan has the highest seat belt use at 97.2 percent; while Massachusetts registered the lowest at 66.8% (NJ has a usage rate of 91.8%.)  NHTSA estimates that 37,313 people were killed in motor vehicle traffic crashes in 2008, the lowest number since 1961 (36,285). The nation also saw the lowest fatality rate ever recorded -- 1.28 fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, down from 1.36 in 2007.
GOVERNOR SIGNS TEEN DRIVING BILLS:  Gov. Corzine signed A3069 (Kyleigh’s Law) that requires drivers on a special learner’s permit to display a decal showing the driver has a restricted license.  A violation of the decal statute can result in a $106 fine and $33 court costs. He also signed A3070, changing the nighttime curfew for on drivers on a probationary license from 12am to 11pm, limits passengers to one regardless of the relationship to the driver, and changes the name of the permit from provisional to probationary.  Both laws take effect on the first day of the 13th month after enactment.
US SUPREME COURT LIMITS VEHICLE SEARCHES:  The Supreme Court ruled that police need a warrant to search vehicles of arrested motorists if the person is locked up in a police car and poses no threat to the police officer.  See more on this by going to NJPTOA.org.
ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SAFETY BELTS AND BULLETPROOF VEST
NEXT MEETING – MAY 6, 2009, AT THE SOMERVILLE ELKS LODGE









